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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing a Women's Cancer Subcommittee of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare.

WHEREAS, women comprise more than one-half of the population; and

WHEREAS, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, an agency of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, has documented significant gaps between the health care received by men and women, and particular disparities exist for women in certain ethnic and racial groups and for those in lower socioeconomic groups; and

WHEREAS, almost 30 percent of females are ethnic or racial minorities, and almost 30 percent of females have incomes below the federal poverty level; and

WHEREAS, poor, near-poor, and middle-income women have lower rates of cervical cancer screening tests than high-income women, and only high-income women and women with some college education achieved the Healthy People 2010 goal for breast cancer screening; and

WHEREAS, poor and minority women are less likely to receive early screening, detection, and treatment for breast and cervical cancer, which leads to a higher mortality rate among these population groups; and

WHEREAS, specific efforts are needed in Kentucky to address public awareness, prevention, testing, and treatment of breast and cervical cancer;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   There is created a Women's Cancer Subcommittee of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare, whose members shall be appointed by the Senate and House co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare.

Section 2.   The Women's Cancer Subcommittee shall address, but is not limited to, the following topics:

(1)
Statistical and qualitative data on health disparities, including data on the prevalence and incidence of breast and cervical cancer among Kentucky women;

(2)
Strategies to increase awareness on:

(a)
The causes and nature of breast and cervical cancer;

(b)
Personal risk factors;

(c)
The value of prevention and early detection;

(d)
Options for testing' treatment costs, reimbursement, and health insurance coverage; and

(e)
New technologies; and

(3)
Strategies to implement new testing, treatment, and prevention methods.

Section 3.   The Women's Cancer Subcommittee shall submit recommendations to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare on a statewide plan for education and awareness, prevention, testing, and treatment of breast and cervical cancer by November 30, 2006, and shall provide updates on the plan's implementation each November 30 thereafter. Each annual report shall include, but is not limited to:

(1)
The progress on implementation of the statewide plan;

(2)
The anticipated time frame for full implementation of an awareness and prevention plan;

(3)
The human and financial resources required to implement the plan; and

(4)
Strategies to reduce the incidence of breast and cervical cancer and to reduce the costs associated with testing and treatment for breast and cervical cancer.

Section 4.   The subcommittee shall cease to exist on November 30, 2009, or upon submission of its final report, whichever first occurs.
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