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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the Congress of the United States to pass and present to the states for approval a constitutional amendment to protect the rights and security of citizens in their private property from government takings for the promotion of private economic development.

WHEREAS, the Takings Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States circumscribes the scope of the eminent domain power by requiring that government takings of private property must be for a "public use"; and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States has interpreted the Takings Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States to expand the meaning of the constitutional "public use" restriction to allow governments to seize private property to serve the public purpose of promoting private economic development; and 

WHEREAS, this interpretation of the Takings Clause washes out any distinction between private and public use of property, thereby effectively deleting the "for public use" requirement from the Takings Clause of the Fifth Amendment; and

WHEREAS, an amendment to the Constitution of the United States is the most effective method to protect adequately the rights and security of citizens in their property from unjust seizure by governments for the purpose of private economic development;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Congress of the United States is urged to pass and present to the states for approval an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the use of eminent domain for private economic development.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send copies of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Delegation to the Congress of the United States and copies to the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Clerk of the Senate of the Congress of the United States.
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