UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  01/03/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS BR 171


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to designate legislative staff to study the costs associated with educating elementary and secondary children of undocumented aliens within Kentucky's public schools.

WHEREAS, annually local school districts provide free public education to an increasing number of foreign-born students whose parents are undocumented aliens; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a growing number of students who lack English- speaking skills; and

WHEREAS, children born in the United States to undocumented aliens often need a variety of support services, which may include health services, preschool, and other services provided through family youth resource and service centers, in order to achieve in the classroom; and

WHEREAS, state and federal accountability student achievement standards require that all students perform to high levels; and

WHEREAS, it is fiscally difficult for school districts without additional funds to provide appropriate services to limited-English-speaking students;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall designate legislative staff to study the costs associated with educating elementary and secondary children of undocumented aliens within Kentucky's elementary and secondary public schools. 

Section 2.   The study shall investigate:

(1)
The estimated number of children of undocumented aliens served by each school district for the 2003-2004, 2004-2005, and 2005-2006 school years;

(2)
The kinds of services required; and

(3)
The associated costs to provide these services.

Section 3.   Based on the findings, policy alternatives shall be included in the final report.

Section 4.   The study shall be completed by November 1, 2006, with a written report presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue by December 1, 2006.

Section 5.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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