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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION proclaiming the second Friday in September as Kentucky History Day.

WHEREAS, learning history is a critical part of becoming an informed and engaged citizen; and

WHEREAS, history teaches young people about our common identity and experiences as Americans and as citizens of the world; and

WHEREAS, the importance of history is in its capacity to help one to draw conclusions from past events and form solutions for the future; and

WHEREAS, it may be said that history is to the human race, what memory is to each man; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Thomas Dionysius Clark, a visionary, scholar, and historian laureate for life, is one of Kentucky's most inspirational figures; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Clark, a longtime advocate and activist for Kentucky history, was instrumental in saving state records, urging the organization of the Kentucky Department of Libraries and Archives, and in building library and archival collections throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, during Dr. Clark's century on earth he saw vast changes occur in American life, and in the area of history he deeply influenced many of those changes himself, particularly in the fields of southern and frontier history; and

WHEREAS, the construction of the Kentucky History Center, which the General Assembly renamed the Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History, was the direct result of Dr. Clark's vision and passion for providing the best place possible to keep and share Kentucky’s treasures for all Kentuckians, now and for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, September 14, 1928, which was the second Friday in September of 1928, marks the date Dr. Clark arrived in Kentucky to attend the University of Kentucky and during his time there, decided to become a historian; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Thomas Clark's legacy lives on through the outreach and educational programs he helped to develop with the Kentucky Historical Society;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives and Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky do hereby honor the lifelong contribution to preservation of Kentucky history by Dr. Thomas Dionysius Clark by proclaiming the second Friday in September as Kentucky History Day. In celebration of Kentucky History Day, we encourage schools throughout the state of Kentucky to develop curriculum and promote educational activities reflecting both local and state history with the purpose of enhancing knowledge of Kentucky history for both students and educators.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Concurrent Resolution to the Georgetown and Scott County Museum, 229 East Main Street, Georgetown, Kentucky 40324.
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