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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing a task force on the disposal of electronic waste.

WHEREAS, technological advancements have spawned a lucrative electronics industry whose backbone is variety of small, popular, handheld devices like MP3 players, wireless telephones, and PDAs; and

WHEREAS, many of these electronic devices quickly become obsolete or damaged, and they are eventually thrown away generating tons of electronic scrap waste, or "e-scrap"; and

WHEREAS, e-scrap has become a focus of national attention due to the hazardous nature of some e-scrap components and the value of recycling those components; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that e-scrap constitutes approximately one to two percent of the solid waste stream and that approximately three billion units of e-scrap will be disposed of over the remainder of this decade; and

WHEREAS, in Kentucky as much as 99 thousand tons of e-scrap was generated in 2004, and although e-scrap is not tracked by state or federal governments, a sizable portion of that waste is thought to be deposited into contained landfills rather than recycled; and

WHEREAS, many states, including Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico and Texas, have enacted legislation to study, implement, or create incentives for electronics recycling programs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish an E-scrap Task Force. The task force shall study the recycling of e-scrap waste in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The E-scrap Task Force of the Legislative Research Commission shall be composed of fifteen members and shall include the following:

(1)
Three members of the Senate, including the Senate co-chair, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(2)
Three members of the House of Representatives, including the House co-chair, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(3)
The Director of the Division of Waste Management, Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet, or a designee;

(4)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent recyclers of e-scrap;

(5)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent an environmental group;

(6)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent the Kentucky Resources Council;

(7)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent a local government with an existing recycling program;

(8)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent a state funded university;

(9)
Two members who shall represent manufacturers or producers; and

(10)
One member who shall represent a retailer.

Section 3.   The E-scrap Task Force shall:

(1)
Examine ways to increase recycling of e-scrap in the Commonwealth;

(2)
Identify financial incentives to encourage participation by recyclers of e-scrap; and

(3)
Identify ways to make recycling easy and affordable for the consumer of electronic devices.

Section 4.   The E-scrap Task Force shall meet not less than three (3) times during the 2006 interim. The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2006.

Section 5.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issued identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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