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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging clinical laboratories to improve testing for kidney disease.

WHEREAS, more than 20 million Americans have chronic kidney disease; and

WHEREAS, chronic kidney disease has been identified as a focus area by the United States Surgeon General in the Healthy People 2010 initiative; and

WHEREAS, early kidney disease has few signs or symptoms and laboratory tests are vital for screening and diagnosis of kidney disease; and

WHEREAS, the National Kidney Foundation states that the glomerular filtration rate (GFR) is accepted as the best overall measure of kidney function for health and disease, and it is a better predictor of cardiovascular events, hospitalization, and death than other laboratory tests; and

WHEREAS, the National Institutes of Health recommends that clinical laboratories report GFR and that serum creatinine alone should not be used to assess the level of kidney function; and

WHEREAS, using both laboratory tests will lead to earlier identification of kidney disease and earlier treatment that will reduce the medical and human costs of kidney disease;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly urges the Department of Public Health to utilize its communication network to encourage medical practitioners to order GFR calculations and encourage licensed clinical laboratories to perform GFR with serum creatinine testing, or to alternatively promulgate an administrative regulation relating to licensing standards for clinical laboratories to include requirements for GFR calculations for screening tests for kidney disease.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, the commissioner of the Department for Public Health in the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, and the Kentucky Medical Association.
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