UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  07/27/05
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS BR 172


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION petitioning the United States Senate to pass House Joint Resolution 10 or Senate Joint Resolution 12, proposing to amend the Constitution of the United States, for submission to the several States, giving Congress the power to prohibit physical desecration of the flag of the United States.

WHEREAS, the Continental Congress first adopted a flag to represent the United States on June 14, 1777; and 

WHEREAS, the flag symbolizes the freedom and liberty central to our nation's Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights; and

WHEREAS, the flag, affectionately known as "Old Glory" and the "Stars and Stripes," stands for the divine right of liberty for individuals through law; and

WHEREAS, brave men and women representing the United States in battle have carried the message of freedom to many parts of the world, as the United States continues the cause of liberty; and

WHEREAS, the flag links our republic and its institutions to the country's past and its future, representing a durable and admirable system of government; and

WHEREAS, former President Calving Coolidge described an American's identification with the flag in this way: "It represents our peace and security, our civil and political liberty, our freedom of religious worship, our family, our friends, our home. We see it in the great multitude of blessings, of rights and privileges that make up our country"; and

WHEREAS, the flag inspired Francis Scott Key, upon seeing it still flying over Fort McHenry after intense shelling by the British in September 1814, to write what became the national anthem of the United States, "The Star Spangled Banner"; and

WHEREAS, honoring all that the flag represents is a sacred part of our lives as we salute it and pledge allegiance to the United States and the ideals it represents; and

WHEREAS, prior to 1989, the federal government and 48 states protected the flag from desecration; and

WHEREAS, in 1989, the Supreme Court invalidated laws protecting the flag from being desecrated by holding that burning the American flag was protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, since 1994, over 119 incidents of flag desecration have been reported; and

WHEREAS, all 50 state legislatures have passed resolutions calling on Congress to pass an amendment to the United States Constitution allowing Congress to protect the flag, and a majority of the citizens of the nation support such an amendment; and

WHEREAS, on June 22, 2005, the House of Representatives of the One Hundred and Ninth Congress of the United States passed House Joint Resolution 10, which proposes to amend the United States Constitution to give Congress the authority to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag, and sent the resolution to the Senate for its consideration; and

WHEREAS, Senate Joint Resolution 12 mirrors the resolution passed by the United States House of Representatives;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky hereby petitions the United States Senate to pass House Joint Resolution 10 or Senate Joint Resolution 12, both of which propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, for submission to the several States for ratification, allowing Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of the United States.

Section 2.   Certified copies of this concurrent resolution shall be transmitted by the Secretary of State to the Administrator of the General Services of the United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, and each member of the Commonwealth's delegation to the Congress of the United States.
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