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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to fully compensate states for the care of illegal aliens.

WHEREAS, the federal government's unwillingness to stem the tide of illegal immigrants has created billions of dollars in health care expenses, and state and local governments must unfairly bear these escalating costs; and

WHEREAS, to allow states to recoup what they have lost and to force Washington to move on border control, states should insist that the federal government pay for its failure to secure the borders; and

WHEREAS, according to the Pew Hispanic Center, illegal immigration grew 23 percent over the past four years, and this increase came despite the creation of the Department of Homeland Security and increased funding for border control; and

WHEREAS, with a population of nearly 11 million people, illegal immigrants often seek health care services in the one place where Congress has mandated that no person can be denied care: the hospital emergency room; and

WHEREAS, as Americans, we accept that we have a moral obligation to provide emergency care to anyone who needs it, regardless of citizenship; however, designed for acute and traumatic care, the emergency room is the most expensive place to receive general health care; moreover, most Kentucky hospitals do not keep records on uncompensated care for illegal aliens and these hospitals go uncompensated for providing much of this care, and such care is large and growing; and

WHEREAS, while the General Accounting Office recently said that it could not quantify the national total spent on care for illegal aliens, the Institute of Medicine noted that uncompensated care in general exceeds $35 billion each year, and further, while Medicaid offers some resources for uncompensated care, the efforts to assist the states in their plight fall far short; and

WHEREAS, the states expend considerable funds each year for the education of illegal aliens and their children, for the provision of other services for their health and welfare, and for the incarceration of those illegal aliens who commit crimes; and

WHEREAS, if the federal government continues to abdicate its responsibility to secure our nation's borders, it should reimburse the states for these inabilities; otherwise, the federal government is forcing state capitals to pay for Congress's failure;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly urges Congress to address the costs of health care as well as costs of education and corrections for illegal aliens, help states recoup what already has been spent on such care, and substantially control the nation's borders.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional delegation and to the Clerk of the United States Senate and to the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, so that the General Assembly's grave concern regarding this matter may be fully known and promptly addressed.
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