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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION endorsing the federal Elder Justice Act.

WHEREAS, older persons are the fastest growing group in the United States, and crimes against older people are among the least recognized and the lowest reported forms of criminal behavior; and

WHEREAS, older persons and persons with disabilities deserve our country's protection and assistance; and

WHEREAS, Congress has held numerous hearings on elder abuse for over 30 years but has never passed comprehensive legislation to address the issue; and

WHEREAS, the Elder Abuse Act defines a comprehensive and realistic federal role in the fight against elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation; and

WHEREAS, the Elder Justice Act is balanced legislation which has as its primary goal to provide needed federal resources and direction to state and local efforts to combat the growing national problem of elder abuse; and

WHEREAS, the Elder Justice Act would, for the first time, provide dedicated federal funding for adult abuse investigations and victim services in every state; and

WHEREAS, in addition to federal funding, the Elder Justice Act would provide funding for critically needed research and training on elder abuse; and

WHEREAS, the bipartisan Elder Justice Coalition supports the Elder Justice Act; and

WHEREAS, the state and local Adult Protective Services Programs struggling to assist seniors must have federal leadership and federal resources to meet the rapidly increasing demands for their services; and

WHEREAS, the Elder Justice Act could bring federal funding to Kentucky to address the needs in our Adult Protective Services Programs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully urges the United States Congress to enact the Elder Justice Act.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the President of the United States and each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation.
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