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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing a study of the cost of textbooks.

WHEREAS, tuition and fees for a Kentucky resident to attend a public college in Kentucky have increased by more than three hundred percent since 1986; and

WHEREAS, other costs of attending college, including the cost of college textbooks, have also risen dramatically, exacerbating the negative effect on college affordability and student access to postsecondary education; and

WHEREAS, according to a report released in July 2005 by the General Accountability Office (GAO) of the U.S. Congress, the average estimated cost of books and supplies for a first-time full-time college student at a public four-year institution in 2003-2004 was $898, or about twenty-six percent of the cost of tuition and fees; and

WHEREAS, the average first-time full-time student at a two-year public institution paid $886 for books and supplies in 2003-2004, or almost seventy-five percent of the cost of tuition and fees; and

WHEREAS, according to the GAO, college textbook prices have risen at an average annual rate of six percent between 1987-1988 and 2003-2004, twice the average annual rate of inflation; and

WHEREAS, nationally since December 1986, textbook prices have nearly tripled, putting an extreme financial burden on college students and their families; and

WHEREAS, the costs of textbooks at the elementary and secondary level have also increased and need to be evaluated; and

WHEREAS, there are multiple causes and factors contributing to the extraordinary increase of the price of textbooks and related materials;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall designate legislative staff to study the cost of textbooks, supplies, and instructional supplements at the elementary, secondary, and postsecondary levels.

Section 2.   The study shall investigate the cost of textbooks and related materials for students attending public elementary, secondary, and postsecondary institutions, and investigate the causes and factors contributing to the high prices. Areas of investigation may include, but are not limited to:

(1)
Pricing policies of book publishers;

(2)
Development and production costs;

(3)
The level of market competition between textbook publishers, wholesale distributors of textbooks, and retail booksellers in the vicinity of institutions;

(4)
Profit margins of publishers, distributors, and booksellers;

(5)
The effects of the increased use of computer-based and Internet-based instructional supplements on textbooks prices;

(6)
The relationship between the distribution structures for new and used textbooks;

(7)
The role of shorter revision cycles implemented by book publishers; and

(8)
The manner in which textbooks are chosen, and the effect of the marketing practices and incentives provided to faculty in textbook selection.

Section 3.   The study shall be completed by November 1, 2006, with a written report presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by December 1, 2006.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.

Page 1 of 2
HC000910.100-343

GA

