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A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the Forest Health Task Force.

WHEREAS, maintaining healthy and sustainable forests is in the best interest of all citizens of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has approximately 12 million acres of forest land that produce a variety of important public health benefits, such as clean water, timber, recreation, and wildlife, through the improvement of natural ecosystems; and

WHEREAS, forest health in both rural and urban areas is continually undermined due to unprecedented outbreaks of insect infestations, the spread of plant diseases, and the influx of invasive plant species; and

WHEREAS, there are a variety of agencies and organizations with the authority, responsibility, and expertise to address the degradation of Kentucky's forests and ecosystems from insects, disease, invasive species, and natural disasters; and

WHEREAS, after sudden oak death threatened much of Kentucky's timber, the Office of the State Entomologist in the Department of Agriculture brought together the expertise of entomologists, foresters, wildlife biologists, and other organizations and associations to create the Kentucky Forest Health Task Force; and

WHEREAS the mission of the Kentucky Forest Health Task Force is to identify and prioritize the threats to Kentucky's forest health and to recommend sound and timely approaches to address these threats;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly hereby directs the Department of Agriculture to reauthorize the Forest Health Task Force for a period of two years. The membership of the Forest Health Task Force shall be the same as constituted during the 2004 interim and shall include the State Entomologist who shall also serve as chair of the task force.

Section 2.   All agencies of state government shall furnish upon request by the State Entomologist information or data that will be used in the identification and prioritization of threats to Kentucky's forest health or in the development of strategies and recommendations to improve Kentucky's forest health.

Section 3.   The State Entomologist shall prepare and submit to the General Assembly by January 1 of each year a report summarizing the forest health of Kentucky. The report shall identify actions taken during the past year that impacted Kentucky's forest health and make recommendations for addressing pending threats to Kentucky's forest lands.
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