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A JOINT RESOLUTION commending and urging the continuation of Kentucky's No Child Left Offline initiative.

WHEREAS, the United States Commerce Department ranks Kentucky forty-fifth nationally in citizen computer use at home; and

WHEREAS, 22 percent of Kentucky households with children lack a computer, translating to approximately 215,000 Kentucky children who do not have a computer at home; and

WHEREAS, lack of a computer is the number one barrier to Internet use among Kentucky families; and

WHEREAS, nearly one-third of Kentucky's low-income eighth graders do not have a computer at home; and

WHEREAS, the lack of computer hardware in Kentucky's lower income households creates an uneven educational playing field between those who have access to technology and those who do not; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is addressing its poor technology standings through Governor Ernie Fletcher's Prescription for Innovation, a comprehensive statewide plan for broadband deployment and technology adoption, led by ConnectKentucky; and

WHEREAS, a key component of the Governor's Prescription for Innovation is a pilot project entitled No Child Left Offline, whereby surplus government computers are recycled, refurbished, and delivered to underprivileged eighth graders in several of the state's poorest areas; and

WHEREAS, by targeting the eighth grade level, Kentucky can address the need for technology at a critical age, opening educational opportunities for students who otherwise may find it increasingly difficult to compete in today's technology-centric world; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is partnering with ConnectKentucky, the Appalachian Regional Commission, and several private sector businesses, including Microsoft, Lexmark, and Computer Associates, to achieve No Child Left Offline; and

WHEREAS, with increased access to technology, Kentucky students are more likely to remain engaged in education, thereby creating a more highly skilled work force, which leads to enhanced economic development opportunities and a higher quality of life for Kentucky citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body commends the partners in the No Child Left Offline initiative, including the Department of Innovation and Commercialization for Knowledge Based Economy within the Economic Development Cabinet, Department of Education within the Kentucky Education Cabinet, the Commonwealth Office of Technology, the Division of Surplus Property within the Finance and Administration Cabinet, and the Kentucky Correctional Industries within the Department of Corrections, as well as ConnectKentucky and the participating technology-minded businesses dedicated to the effort of creating enhanced educational opportunities for Kentucky citizens.

Section 2.   This honorable body urges the Commonwealth Office of Technology and the Division of Surplus Property to continue to make available all applicable surplus computers for the No Child Left Offline initiative, and encourages all partners in the project continue to collaborate through ConnectKentucky to achieve the mission of No Child Left Offline.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the following: Mike Inman, Commissioner, Commonwealth Office of Technology, 101 Cold Harbor Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; James Abbott, Commissioner, Department for Facilities and Support Services, Finance and Administration Cabinet, 702 Capitol Avenue, Room 76, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and, Bill Wickliffe, Director, Division of Surplus Property, 999 Chenault Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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