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A JOINT RESOLUTION creating the Task Force on County Consolidation.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky consists of 120 counties; and

WHEREAS, there are only three states that have more counties than Kentucky--Texas, Georgia, and Virginia; and

WHEREAS, smaller counties often struggle financially to maintain a high standard of governmental services for their citizens; and

WHEREAS, all county governments desire to provide the highest standards of governmental services possible to their citizens while doing so in an efficient and economical manner so as to avoid an undue financial burden on their citizens; and

WHEREAS, the merging of two or more adjoining counties would enable some counties to provide high standards of efficiency, economy, and governmental services that would ensure ongoing improvement in the quality of life of their citizens; and

WHEREAS, county governments desiring to consolidate would benefit from legislation to permit consolidation of adjoining counties who desire to do so, establish procedures for fair and equitable consolidation, establish procedures to ease the transitions brought by consolidation, and provide financial and technical assistance; and

WHEREAS, it is prudent that issues involved in reducing the number of counties in the Commonwealth be thoroughly studied with the goal of presenting recommendations to the General Assembly for its consideration in the 2007 Regular Session;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is hereby directed to create the Task Force on County Consolidation which shall examine methods of and procedures for reducing the number of counties in the Commonwealth to 100 and make recommendations to the 2007 Regular Session of the General Assembly as to how this reduction could be accomplished. The task force recommendations shall include, but not be limited to, a report of the cost savings and governmental services improvements of each consolidation of two or more counties; procedures for consolidations; procedures to ease transitions; and a description of any financial and technical assistance needed from the state.

Section 2.   The Task Force on County Consolidation shall consist of the following twelve (12) members:

(1)
Two (2) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be designated co-chair;

(2)
Two (2) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one of whom shall be designated co-chair;

(3)
The Commissioner of the Department for Local Government or the commissioner's designee;

(4)
The Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee;

(5)
Two (2) county officials appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of four nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky Association of Counties;

(6)
Two (2) county judge/executives appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of four nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky County Judge/Executive Association; and

(7)
Two (2) county magistrates appointed by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of four nominees submitted by the governing body of the Kentucky County Magistrate Association.

Section 3.  The Task Force on County Consolidation shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on State Government no later than September 1, 2006.

Section 4.  Provisions of this Joint Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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