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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Department of Education in partnership with the School Facilities Construction Commission to review and improve guidelines and procedures relating to school facilities planning.

WHEREAS, school facilities require major funding from the state and local communities; and

WHEREAS, the quality of school facilities may enhance or detract from students' health, well-being, and learning environment; and

WHEREAS, the costs of building and renovating facilities are increasing; and

WHEREAS, resources to build new buildings are limited and need to be fairly distributed; and

WHEREAS, long-term, effective major plant maintenance can diminish the need for new buildings and major renovations; and

WHEREAS, the 2005-2006 study of the School Facilities Construction Commission by the Office of Education Accountability (OEA) suggests that the current ranking system for placing schools in categories to indicate their relative condition is somewhat subjective, inconsistently applied, and needs to be reviewed and revised; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Education indicates that the placement of schools into categories was not devised for funding purposes although it has been used that way recently; and

WHEREAS, the OEA study concluded that there was wide variability in the planning processes used by districts, including major plant maintenance planning and implementation; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Education is charged with the responsibility for assisting districts with planning and determining unmet facilities needs; and

WHEREAS, the School Facilities Construction Commission is charged with helping school districts meet their school construction needs through an equitable distribution of funds based on unmet facilities needs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Department of Education in partnership with the School Facilities Construction Commission shall conduct a comprehensive review of the current facilities planning process, the process for ranking schools, major plant maintenance planning and implementation, and the process used to determine unmet needs. In carrying out the provisions of this section, the department shall involve local superintendents, finance officers, facility managers, and other local school personnel, consultants who are knowledgeable in school facilities planning and construction, and others as deemed appropriate.

(1)
The review shall consider:

(a)
The feasibility of adding weights for special needs or situations, including unanticipated student growth, in the calculation of unmet needs;  

(b)
The adequacy of planning for major plant maintenance throughout the state, how to improve planning, and what monitoring should be conducted and by whom; 

(c)
Measurable, objective criteria for categorizing schools to be used in the planning process in all school districts and methods for verifying schools' rankings against these criteria;

(d)
A waiver system to accommodate special facility needs;

(e)
Technical assistance and training that is needed to help school districts in major plant maintenance planning and how this might be provided through the effective leadership required training program or other existing mechanism; and

(f)
Other ways in which the school facilities planning process and the facility funding process could be improved.

(2)
A preliminary report of the steps taken in compliance with this Joint Resolution shall be made to the Education Assessment Accountability Review Subcommittee and the Interim Joint Committee on Education by October 1, 2006 and a final report, including recommendations for regulatory or statutory change, to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by December 1, 2006.

Page 2 of 3
BR219600.100-2196



