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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Transportation and Commerce Cabinets to study the promotion of automobile tours.

WHEREAS, in 1940 the United States Congress authorized the Cumberland Gap National Historic Park, setting aside over 20,000 acres of land rich in the early history of this nation; and

WHEREAS, the Cumberland Gap National Historic Park reports over 900,000 visits from tourists wanting to bask in the immense natural beauty of the Appalachian Mountains; and

WHEREAS, between 1775 and 1810 between 200,000 and 300,000 people crossed the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky with the hope of a better life; and

WHEREAS, in 1987 the United States Congress authorized the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail encompassing about 2200 miles of land and water routes in portions of nine states; and

WHEREAS, the historic trail commemorates the tragic removal of thousands of Native Americans from land east of the Mississippi River to land in the West; and 

WHEREAS, the northernmost portion of the Trail of Tears includes parts of Caldwell, Christian, Crittenden, Livingston, and Todd Counties in Western Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the National Park Service is responsible for the land and activities of both these historic venues and has developed automobile tours at both sites; and

WHEREAS, the historic and cultural significance of these two landmarks is important to the economy of their respective regions and promotion of activities at these shrines will boost tourism in these areas;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet and the Commerce Cabinet shall coordinate a joint study to develop a plan to promote automobile tours in the Cumberland Gap National Historic Park and along the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet and the Commerce Cabinet shall report the findings of the study, progress of implementation of administrative action, and any recommendations for needed statutory change to the Interim Joint Committee on Transportation and the Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism by October 31, 2006.
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