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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the William Blackburn Memorial Bridge in Pike County.

WHEREAS, William Blackburn was one of the initial settlers in his area of Pike County, who resided from 1850 to 1899 on land near the reconstructed United States Route 119; and

WHEREAS, William Blackburn was regarded an honorable farmer who had twelve children, and whose descendants number at least 12,000; and

WHEREAS, three of William Blackburn's sons served in the Civil War, and numerous descendants served in subsequent conflicts; and

WHEREAS, one of William Blackburn's descendants was a wounded survivor of Pearl Harbor; and

WHEREAS, other descendants of William Blackburn include a county judge, a previous Mayor of Pikeville, a NASA engineer, and the 1949 Valedictorian of Wake Forest University Medical School; and

WHEREAS, William Blackburn's wife, Rebecca Scott, was an aunt of Randolph McCoy of feud fame and William Blackburn had numerous relatives who were Hatfields on the other side; and

WHEREAS, the Blackburn family cemetery has been moved just off right-of-way of the reconstructed United States Route 119;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the bridge number B00197 on United States Route 119 near Kentucky Route 194, which crosses John's Creek in Pike County, the "William Blackburn Memorial Bridge."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs at each end of the bridge identified in Section 1 of this Resolution that read "William Blackburn Memorial Bridge."
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