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A RESOLUTION recognizing Daviess County, Kentucky as the "Mutton and Burgoo Capital of the World."

WHEREAS, Daviess County and the city of Owensboro have long been known as the home of the finest in culinary delights, barbecued mutton and burgoo; and

WHEREAS, burgoo has been part of lore and legend for centuries, originating in the 17th century on the high seas with sailors subsisting on an oatmeal-like porridge made from the Middle Eastern grain bulgar, and the first mention of the term "burgoo" appearing in the 1650 book "Adventures by Sea" by Edward Coxere; and

WHEREAS, many years ago, barbecued mutton became a staple in Daviess County, the home of a large population of Welsh settlers for whom lamb was a staple, and as the tariff of 1816 made wool production more profitable, older sheep that could no longer produce wool or offspring became more dispensable than young lambs; and

WHEREAS, barbecued mutton and burgoo have played a tremendous role in economic development both for Daviess County and for hundreds of churches, charities, and other organizations, and draw thousands to Owensboro and the county each year to experience the unique and delicious flavor of these two regional delicacies; and

WHEREAS, since 1978, the city of Owensboro has hosted the International Bar-B-Q Festival during the second weekend in May, affording people from around the country the opportunity to feast, fellowship, and enjoy the fun and hospitality that only Owensboro and Daviess County can provide; and

WHEREAS, it is only proper and fitting that Daviess County, the home of the best barbecued mutton and delicious burgoo that can be found anywhere, be properly acknowledged by this august body;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize Daviess County, Kentucky as "The Mutton and Burgoo Capital of the World."

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to County Judge/Executive Reid Haire, Daviess County Fiscal Court, P.O. Box 1716, Owensboro, Kentucky 42302-9003 and Mayor Tom Watson, P.O. Box 10003, Owensboro, Kentucky 42302-1717.
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