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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of the late Howard Lee "Bud" Wilson.

WHEREAS, Howard "Bud" Wilson departed this earthly life December 11, 2005, and this august body takes pause to pay homage and tribute to his life; and

WHEREAS, Howard "Bud" Wilson was born in Maysville, Kentucky, August 4, 1917, the son of the late Emmitt Lee and Winnie Tillet Wilson; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson was a decorated hero of World War II and was a top turrett gunner and Tech Sargeant who flew B-17s in thirty-five missions over Europe for the 91st Bomb Group squadron based in Bassingbourn, England, crash landing three times, the third time on June 5, 1944, following a diversionary bombing of Bordeaux, France the day before D-Day; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson was later assigned to the Pacific as a flight engineer on C-54 transports, ferrying cargo and transporting the wounded on return trips; and

WHEREAS, Howard "Bud" Wilson was aboard the tenth plane to land in Tokyo following the surrender of Japan; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, two Presidential Citations, and ribbons from the European, Asiatic, and Asiatic-Pacific Theaters; and

WHEREAS, Howard "Bud" Wilson was recently awarded a Battle Star from the Canton Lodge, and from Deauville, France, he received a medal commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the Normandy invasion for his participation in the raid on Bordeaux; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson worked at Hendrickson's in Maysville for twenty-eight years, then at Browning Manufacturing until his retirement, in addition to farming for fifty years in the Dover, Kentucky area; and

WHEREAS, Howard "Bud" Wilson began working with the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts in 1961, graduating sixteen Eagle Scouts, earning the Silver Beaver Award, and helping eight members of his Troop 207 earn their "God and Country" awards, always believing "once a Scout, always a Scout"; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson coached youth sports at the Tom Browning Boys Club in Maysville for many years and, in 1965, he helped establish the Blue Devils team which led to the revival of football at Maysville High School in 1967; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson was a member of the 100F DeKalb Lodge Number 12, the Canton Lodge, the F&AM Number 52, and was an Elder Emeritus at the First Christian Church; and

WHEREAS, Howard "Bud" Wilson is survived by his loving wife of sixty-one years, Nell Toncray Wilson; one son, Donald R. Wilson; two grandchildren, K. Nichole and Andrew C. Wilson; his nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews; and his best friend, Scotty Fulton; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilson was preceded in death by his brother, Marvin Wilson, and his sisters, Norma Ingram and Edythe Slack; and

WHEREAS, it is only fitting and proper that this body honor the life and mourn the passing of this American hero and honorable Kentuckian;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Howard Lee "Bud" Wilson, and extends to his family, friends, and community its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Howard Lee "Bud" Wilson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Nell Toncray Wilson, 1010 East Second Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056-1548.
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