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A RESOLUTION honoring Mark Chellgren upon his retirement for his commitment to journalistic integrity and coverage of the General Assembly, and adjourning the House of Representatives on his behalf.

WHEREAS, Mark Chellgren was born on October 16, 1953, in Ashland, where he foretold his life's calling by delivering papers for the Ashland Daily Independent before graduating from Paul G. Blazer High School in 1971; and

WHEREAS, Mark experimented with various other employment pursuits during his more youthful years, including Paramount Theater usher, Fuller Brush salesman, Woolco janitor, and river barge loader, before finding his calling at the University of Kentucky's student newspaper, The Kernal; and

WHEREAS, following graduation from the University of Kentucky, Mark Chellgren briefly left his roots to work with the Bay City Daily Tribune (Texas), but he soon realized the error of his ways and returned to Kentucky to the Paris Daily Enterprise; and

WHEREAS, less than one year later, Mark began writing about sports for The State Journal in Frankfort, where he was trained by one of the best, editor Carleton West, and thereafter worked for United Press International as Capitol Bureau Chief before starting with The Associated Press (AP) on January 1, 1983, which promptly transferred him out-of-state; and

WHEREAS, after forcing Mark to endure two and one-half years' penance in the land of Hoosiers, AP returned Mark Chellgren to Frankfort to assume the post of AP Frankfort Bureau Chief; and

WHEREAS, for more that two decades, Mark Chellgren has been a feared and fearsome fixture in these marble Halls, covering state government for AP in his unique ferocious style, a distinguished tenure that has lately come to a close with the surprising announcement of his retirement; and
WHEREAS, we know Mark as "Bones," a nickname erroneously believed to have been given him in college for being so skinny, but in fact was reference to the picked-clean carcasses of the various scoundrels and trembling miscreants he exposed over the years; and
WHEREAS, Mark, a journalistic purist, has throughout his long career taken a principled stand against forming friendships, or even being friendly, with his subjects, on the apparent grounds that any show of geniality would compromise the iron scaffold of fierce objectivity on which he built his craft; and
WHEREAS, despite his best efforts, Mark failed in that principled effort, and much against his will and perhaps unbeknownst to him did make friends in this body and elsewhere in government, unlikely as that may seem; and
WHEREAS, it is this Body's belief that the citizens of the Commonwealth and this General Assembly, and the First Amendment he raised as his standard, have been well-served by Mark Chellgren's unswerving dedication to fair and honest reporting and the People's right to know;
NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives extends its best wishes to Mark Chellgren as he pursues a gentler and well-earned life of leisure and travel, buoyed we hope by good or at least tolerable memories of his time amongst us.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives tips its hat to Mark Chellgren as he walks from these Halls, resuming his rights of citizenship heretofore suspended by the journalistic requirements for objectivity and restraint of personal opinion.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Mark Chellgren, retired Associated Press Frankfort Bureau Chief.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mark Chellgren, 2948 Trailside Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40511.
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