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A RESOLUTION supporting the University of Kentucky's Top 20 Business Plan. 

WHEREAS, in 1997 the Kentucky General Assembly passed the Postsecondary Education Improvement Act designed to give Kentucky's "...citizens the opportunity to achieve a standard of living in excess of the national average"; and

WHEREAS, the Act mandated that the University of Kentucky become a comprehensive research institution ranked nationally in the top 20 public universities by 2020; and

WHEREAS, when compared to the national average, too few Kentuckians graduate from college, their wages are too low, their health is too fragile, and too many of them live in poverty; and

WHEREAS, people who live and work and raise families in states with Top 20 universities enjoy a quality of life well above the national average as measured across a variety of social and economic indicators; and 

WHEREAS, three-quarters of economic growth in the United States is driven by technological advancements and nearly all of that advancement comes from university-based research; and

WHEREAS, businesses make location decisions based on the availability of well-trained workers, intellectual capital, and research capacity; and 

WHEREAS, North Carolina, California, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Georgia, Virginia, and many other states are investing tens of millions of dollars in their research universities; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky has developed a thoughtful and detailed business plan for achieving the mandate that it become a top 20 public research university; and 

WHEREAS, the business plan makes the University of Kentucky accountable by making specific the goals it will achieve, including enrolling 7000 more students, doubling the number of bachelors degrees awarded, and increasing external research dollars by 258% by 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky has committed to providing 40 percent of the cost of implementing the business plan; and

WHEREAS, success will require a substantial investment of state resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Top 20 Business Plan provides the people of Kentucky and the Kentucky General Assembly a clear opportunity to decide whether we are serious about building a top 20 university; and

WHEREAS, future generations of Kentuckians will note this as a historical moment when, as University of Kentucky President Lee Todd has said, "We must decide today to reach for lofty aspirations, undeterred by our financial circumstance and unwilling to accept failure. We should be willing and anxious to seek visionary objectives, to do hard things, and to act with boldness and certainty of purpose.";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body urge full support of the University of Kentucky's Top 20 Business Plan.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward at a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Lee T. Todd, Jr., President, University of Kentucky, 101 Main Building, Lexington, Kentucky 40506.
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