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A RESOLUTION commemorating the thirty-third anniversary of the United States Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade, which confirmed a woman's right to self-determination and to control her own body.

WHEREAS, the central principle affirmed in Roe v. Wade is that as a society, we affirm individual privacy as a constitutional right; and

WHEREAS, a woman's constitutional right to privacy includes her qualified right to terminate her pregnancy; and

WHEREAS, the Center for Reproductive Rights reports that prior to the Roe decision, between 200,000 and 1.5 million illegally induced abortions occurred in the United States each year, many resulting in death or medical complications for the woman; and

WHEREAS, since the Roe decision, the number of abortions has steadily dwindled and when an abortion is performed, it is in a clean, safe health care facility and the number of deaths and medical complications have been greatly reduced; and

WHEREAS, research conducted in 2005 by the Guttmacher Institute showed that for the past decade, women make conscious and rational decisions about choosing abortion after thoughtful consideration of their health and their present ability to care for a child or another child; and

WHEREAS, recent public opinion polls find that two-thirds of Americans say abortion should be legal during the first trimester, and when the woman's health or life is endangered; and when the pregnancy was caused by rape or incest, more than seventy-five percent of the public favors the option of abortion; and

WHEREAS, over one-half of Americans say they personally consider abortion to be wrong, but nearly six out of ten say Roe v. Wade should not be overturned, and more importantly, a majority say the government should not get involved in the abortion issue; and

WHEREAS, in a pluralistic society, most matters of personal morality, especially when there is no consensus about them, should be kept out of the public realm and out of the hands of ideologues; and

WHEREAS, some advocates and policymakers choose to impede women's health care legislation, including emergency contraception, thus assuring unwanted pregnancies and assuring that the need for abortion remains high; and

WHEREAS, the more responsible discussion should be focused on the critical issue of how to prevent unwanted pregnancies; and

WHEREAS, the Reproductive Rights Composite Index shows that Kentucky continues to rank in the bottom third of the nation and lacks adequate policies promoting the reproductive rights of women when compared to other states;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives affirms its commitment to uphold the Constitution of the United States of America.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes that the 1.9 million women who are residents of the Commonwealth of Kentucky contribute greatly to the economic and social well-being of the Commonwealth and are entitled to the best available reproductive health services.

Section 3.   This honorable body pledges to help its residents avoid unplanned pregnancies, thereby reducing the number of abortions, by promoting sexuality education and access to effective methods of contraception and healthy childbearing.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, One First Street NE, Washington, D.C. 20543.
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