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A RESOLUTION recognizing the GE Foundation's investment in Kentucky's future through the "College Bound" program to improve student academic achievement.

WHEREAS, in September, 2005, the GE Foundation presented Jefferson County Public Schools with the first $25 million grant to be used over four years to improve math and science achievement of students in Louisville Metro, and to increase the number of students who are well-prepared to succeed in college; and

WHEREAS, this grant is the largest nongovernmental grant ever received by the district, and is part of a new national, five-year $100 million expansion of the foundation's  successful "College Bound" program; and

WHEREAS, the "College Bound" program affords the community an unprecedented opportunity to create a comprehensive collaboration among teachers, school administrators, education policy makers, business leaders, and community representatives to identify and implement innovative strategies to increase student achievement in math and science, close student achievement gaps, and increase college participation; and

WHEREAS, the grant involves the full collaboration, participation, and support of the Jefferson County Teachers Association (JCTA); and

WHEREAS, this comprehensive pilot program will provide valuable lessons that can be disseminated to school systems across the nation, addressing multiple strands of the educational process including standard setting, curriculum development, professional development, constituency engagement, management capacity-building, and community-wide collaboration; and

WHEREAS, the expansion of the "College Bound" initiative is particularly timely given the transformative economic and technological changes occurring across the globe and the critical importance of ensuring that the citizens of the Commonwealth and the entire United States are well-prepared to respond to, participate in, and help shape this changing world environment; and

WHEREAS, the GE Foundation is the philanthropic organization of the General Electric Company that works to strengthen educational access, equity, and quality for disadvantaged youth globally, and supports GE employee and retiree giving and involvement in GE communities around the world; and 

WHEREAS, the GE Foundation grant represents a continuation and strategic expansion of the General Electric Company's commitment to improving education by acting as a catalyst for systemic change to improve student outcomes;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky hereby expresses its sincerest appreciation to the General Electric Company, the Jefferson County Teachers Association, Jefferson County Public Schools, and other partners of the "College Bound" program for their commitment to educational excellence and to improving the future for the children and youth of Louisville Metro and the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes and honors the strategic wisdom of the GE Foundation's investment in this most important endeavor.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to: Jeffrey R. Immelt, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, General Electric Company, 3135 Easton Turnpike, Fairfield Connecticut, 06828-001; James Campbell, President and CEO, GE Consumer & Industrial, Appliance Park, Louisville, Kentucky 40225; Bob Corcoran, President of the GE Fund, 3135 Easton Turnpike, Fairfield, Connecticut 06828-001; Stephen Daeschner, Superintendent, Jefferson County Public Schools, Van Hoose Education Center, 3332 Newburg Road, P.O. Box 34020, Louisville, Kentucky 40232; and Brent McKim, President, Jefferson County Teachers Association, 1941 Bishops Lane, Suite 300, Louisville, Kentucky 40218.
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