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A RESOLUTION honoring Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.

WHEREAS, in 1916, three women, Margaret Sanger, her sister Ethel Byrne, and Fania Mindell, opened the first birth control clinic in Brooklyn, New York to provide contraceptive advice to poor, immigrant women who lined up for hours before the clinic doors opened; and

WHEREAS, these women continued to educate and provide information and services not previously available to women, despite repeated arrests and fines; and

WHEREAS, because of the national and international work by these remarkable women, by 1930, over 100 national, regional, and local groups in the fields of medicine, education, and religion passed resolutions favoring birth control; and

WHEREAS, birth control was finally recognized as an integral part of medical practice and education by the American Medical Association in 1937; and

WHEREAS, in 1948, largely as a result of Margaret Sanger's efforts, representatives from more than 20 nations formed the International Planned Parenthood Committee and four years later, additional nations joined to establish the International Planned Parenthood Federation; and

WHEREAS, research funded by contributions to the Planned Parenthood Federation and the efforts of Dr. Alan Guttmacher, who was president of the Planned Parenthood Federation, led to the first birth control pills in the United States; and

WHEREAS, family planning services became authorized under the Social Security Act and the Medicaid program in 1965; and

WHEREAS, by 2005, Planned Parenthood affiliates manage more than 850 health centers in 49 states and in the District of Columbia, and more than 21,000 staff and volunteers provide health care, education, and information to nearly 5 million women, men, and teens in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the availability of these services has contributed to improved maternal, child, and family health, and

WHEREAS, family planning services have allowed women to make choices about their lives regarding education and employment, and have increased the ability of lower-income women to exercise their right to control their fertility; and

WHEREAS, today there are challenges and threats to the availability of these critical health services;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives affirms its commitment to women's health with its support for the statewide availability and funding for family planning and services offered by Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Association of Planned Parenthood Affiliates, 508 West Second Street, Lexington, Kentucky, 40508-1282.
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