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A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Margaret Sanger.

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger was born in Corning, New York, on September 14, 1879, as one of eleven children, and traversed these earthly bounds September 6, 1966; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger served as a nurse in the poorest neighborhoods of New York City; and 

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger's work with the poor led her to believe that women had a right to control their own sexual and reproductive lives; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger's work further convinced her that birth control was vital to women's health and freedom; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger repeatedly risked scandal and imprisonment by acting in defiance of the Comstock Law of 1873, which outlawed as obscene the dissemination of contraceptive information and devices; and

WHEREAS, in 1916, Margaret Sanger opened the first family planning and birth control clinic in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger founded the American Birth Control League in 1921, an organization dedicated to informing women about birth control and their reproductive rights, which today is known as the Planned Parenthood Federation of America; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Sanger spent her latter years serving in various capacities as a leader for numerous reproductive rights organizations, promoting the use of the birth control pill, and advocating for birth control clinics throughout Europe, Asia, and Africa; and

WHEREAS, today Margaret Sanger is widely acknowledged as the founder of the birth control movement and remains an influential figure in the history of the reproductive rights movement; and

WHEREAS, though Margaret Sanger initially met fierce opposition to her ideas, she gradually won the support of the public and the courts for a woman's right to choose for family planning; and

WHEREAS, today we recognize the life work of Margaret Singer and the instrumental role she played in opening the way to universal access to birth control;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body celebrates on this day the life and work of Margaret Sanger.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Planned Parenthood Health Centers of Kentucky.
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