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A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Alexander "Sandy" Speer upon his retirement as the Executive Director of the Actors Theatre of Louisville.

WHEREAS, Alexander "Sandy" Speer is considered by many as one of the great statesmen of the American arts and as a key architect of the regional theater movement in this country; and

WHEREAS, Alexander "Sandy" Speer began his 40 year career at Actors in 1965, just one year after the theater was founded, and he rose to become the head executive of the theater very quickly; and

WHEREAS, Alexander "Sandy" Speer has proudly guided the Actors Theatre into a Tony Award winning regional theater and he has also overseen the financial growth of the theater, whose annual budget has grown from a mere 250,000 dollars to 9 million dollars; and

WHEREAS, Alexander "Sandy" Speer proudly oversaw the relocation of the Actors Theatre from its home at an old railway station to its current residence in an old bank building downtown on Main Street, and this move is considered by many as a catalyst to that street's revitalization; and

WHEREAS, Alexander "Sandy" Speer has also seen, during his tenure, more than 5 million tickets sold and over 600 plays produced at Actors Theatre, including 300 premiers at the new play festival, three of those being Pulitzer Prize winners; and

WHEREAS, the Actor's Theatre is now proudly known nationally for its commitment to high production standards and its annual new play festival;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby celebrate and commend the life's work of Alexander "Sandy" Speer on behalf of the Actor's Theatre of Louisville.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives acknowledges that Alexander "Sandy" Speer has made unmeasurable contributions to the Arts in Kentucky and in this nation and the members thank him for his dedication to the city of Louisville and the cultural and artistic landscape he has created there.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Alexander "Sandy" Speer.
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