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A RESOLUTION urging the submission of a periodic comprehensive water quality report to the legislature.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has more than 89,000 miles of waterways; and

WHEREAS, these waters are a priceless resource, providing recreation for our citizens and serving as a compelling attraction to tourists and sportsmen; and

WHEREAS, these surface waters and ground waters are the source of our drinking water; and

WHEREAS, for all these reasons, the quality of these waters is be protected and, where necessary, improved; and

WHEREAS, too many of these waters are designated as impaired and, too often, they are polluted due to inadequate sewer facilities and from other sources; and

WHEREAS, many water treatment facilities are aging and of inadequate capacity; and

WHEREAS, there are several water monitoring programs directed by different agencies of Kentucky government; and

WHEREAS, reports from these agencies are often directed to the federal government and other agencies and often contain much data and technical detail, but insufficient information to be accessible and useful to citizens and local officials; and

WHEREAS, for these and other reasons, legislators, local officials, and citizens are very often unaware of monitoring activities and the condition and quality of waters that most directly affect them;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Division of Water of the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet is strongly urged to:

(1)
Adopt the practice of providing general summaries, suitable and formatted for use by legislators, citizens, and local officials, of its biennial report to the United States Congress in compliance with Sections 303(d) and 305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act;

(2)
Submit a summary of the biennial Sections 303(d) and 305(b) report within six months after that report is submitted to Congress;

(3)
Submit the summary report to the Legislative Research Commission, the Interim Joint Committee for Agriculture and Natural Resources, and the Interim Joint Committee for Local Government; and

(4)
Distribute the summary report to each county executive officer, and make it available to the public.

Section 2.   The Division of Water is urged to include the following in the summary report:

(1)
A map for each county showing waterways of the county and their watershed boundaries; waterways listed as “outstanding national or state resource water” or as "exceptional"; waterways that have been assigned a status of "impaired"; waterways that have been assigned a "total maximum daily load"; waterways that have not been recently assessed; and municipal drinking water sources;

(2)
A statewide list, represented alphabetically by waterway name and in table form, showing types of impairment and source; priority for development of a total maximum daily load; and efforts to remedy the waterway's impairment;

(3)
A clear representation of contact information that can be used by local officials and citizens to access information about local water quality;

(4)
A general description of the sampling program and the methods, activities, and resources used to assess the Commonwealth's waterways;

(5)
A statement of progress made during the reporting period toward assessing the Commonwealth's major waterways and tributaries; and a statement of the current status of the Commonwealth's waterways, by major river basin and by minor tributaries of the Ohio River, and statewide;

(6)
A comparison of current water monitoring program and water quality status, with the status recorded in the previous two-year reporting period; and

(7)
Other water quality information or report summaries as may be determined to be of value or concern to legislators, local government officials, and citizens.
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