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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in memory and honor of the late Betty Friedan.

WHEREAS, Betty Friedan was born on February 3, 1921, in Peoria, Illinois, to the late Harry and Miriam Goldstein, and departed this life on her birthday, February 3, 2006; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Friedan graduated as valedictorian of her high school class in 1938, was a summa cum laude graduate of Smith College in 1942, and won a fellowship in psychology to the University of California at Berkeley, but chose instead to move to Greenwich Village in New York to become a labor reporter; and

WHEREAS, in 1963, Ms. Friedan authored the groundbreaking bestseller The Feminine Mystique which encouraged women to aspire to identities as individuals rather than mere extensions of their families, a book that grew from the first printing of 3,000 copies to 600,000 hard cover copies and more than two million paperbacks, and was listed at number 37 on a 1999 New York University survey of 100 examples of the best journalism of the century; and

WHEREAS, in 1964, Betty Friedan began working to have the federal government enforce the Civil Rights Act as it applied to sex, in addition to race, religion, and national origin, and, later, as the first president of the National Organization of Women, Ms. Friedan took strong positions on issues such as abortion, sex-neutral help-wanted ads, equal pay, promotion opportunities, and maternity leave; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Friedan was a founder in 1968 of the National Conference for Repeal of Abortion Laws, which became the National Abortion Rights Action League, and was also a founder of the National Women's Political Caucus in 1971; and

WHEREAS, Betty Friedan devoted her life to the interests of women everywhere, and fought for profound changes to improve the status of women and women's lives around the world, while still insisting that the women's movement remain in the mainstream, that men were to be recognized as allies, and that the family should not be rejected;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors the life and legacy of Betty Friedan and expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon her passing.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in memory and honor of Betty Friedan.
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