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A RESOLUTION encouraging the study of the Holocaust in Kentucky schools.

WHEREAS, in the words of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, "the Holocaust was the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of approximately six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its collaborators"; and 

WHEREAS, the Nazis targeted other groups considered to be "undesirable" for persecution, based on race, nationality, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, religion, and political ideology, resulting in hundreds of thousands of additional deaths; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of January 11, 1951, described genocide to be "acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group"; and

WHEREAS, the dehumanizing reality of genocide, anti-Semitism, and other forms of organized hatred against groups of people continues in the 21st Century with pernicious consequences for individuals, countries, and civil society across the globe; and 

WHEREAS, the education of young people must be a fundamental component of efforts to reduce and eliminate the maltreatment and persecution of peoples in the modern world; and

WHEREAS, that education must include the opportunity for students to remember and honor the people whose lives were taken by the Nazis, to listen to the stories of those who survived the Holocaust through courage, tenacity, and active resistance, and to examine and understand the events which led to this horrific crime against humanity; and 

WHEREAS, such an educational process inexorably leads to contemplation of deep philosophical questions that reside at the core of human existence, the reflection upon which may help the young people of Commonwealth of Kentucky, the United States of America, and the world to take intentional action to ensure that the human rights and dignity of all people are recognized, valued, and guaranteed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky encourages schools throughout Kentucky to incorporate the study of the Holocaust into course curricula in history, civics, language arts, and the arts and humanities in order to foster the development of courage and tolerance within our citizens and institutions.

Section 2.   This honorable body encourages the Kentucky Department of Education and Kentucky postsecondary educational institutions to provide assistance to schools and teachers in developing, identifying and disseminating age-appropriate classroom materials relating to the Holocaust.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send thirty-two copies of this Resolution for the 2006 Class of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School to Paula Watkins, Principal, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School, 1938 Alfresco Place, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.
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