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A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the New Opportunity School for Women.

WHEREAS, the New Opportunity School for Women was established by Jane B. Stephenson, in Berea, Kentucky in 1987; and

WHEREAS, the New Opportunity School for Women grew out of an urgent need for Appalachian women to become better educated and employed; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the school is "to improve the educational, financial, and personal circumstances of low-income, middle-aged women in Kentucky and the south central Appalachian region"; and

WHEREAS, in the past 17 years, 433 women have completed the school's three-week residential program; and

WHEREAS, in the last year, 794 women have benefited from the school's total programs, which include career and education outreach and counseling; and

WHEREAS, a recent survey of graduates showed that 74% of the participants are now employed, enrolled in further education, or both; and

WHEREAS, graduates of the New Opportunity School for Women are now employed in areas such as social work, counseling, education, public relations, business, and healthcare vocations, including nursing and respiratory therapy;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends the New Opportunity School for Women, its founder, Jane B. Stephenson, and its Board of Directors for their extraordinary work and accomplishments on behalf of Appalachian women.
Section 2.   The House of Representatives appreciates the value of the New Opportunity School for Women and its contributions to improving the lives of Appalachian women, and therefore, urges support for the school from all the citizens of the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Jane B. Stephenson, NOSW Founder/Advisor, 204 Chestnut Street, Berea, KY 40403; and Ms. Kim Short, Executive Director, NOSW, 204 Chestnut Street, Berea, KY 40403.
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