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A RESOLUTION honoring the Paducah St. Mary Vikings, 2005 KHSAA Boys' Golf Champions.

"If you wish to hide your character, do not play golf."





Percy Boomer, Golf Instructor and Author.

"Golf gives you an insight into human nature, your own as well as your opponent's."





Grantland Rice, American Sportswriter.

WHEREAS, on October 6 and 7, 2005, the Paducah St. Mary Boys' Golf team won the 2005 KHSAA Boys' Team Golf Championship, held at the Country Club of Paducah, by six strokes over the Lexington Henry Clay Blue Devils; and

WHEREAS, the Vikings were a consistent five-man team during the tourney, posting the low team score by three shots during both days of competition: a 312 during the opening round; and a 321 in wind-swept conditions during Friday's final round; and

WHEREAS, the Vikings were led on the course by Case Cochran, whose two-day score of 1-over-par 143, which included a 4-under-par 32 on the back nine of Friday's round, earned him the individual state championship by three strokes over Adam MacDonald of Franklin-Simpson; and

WHEREAS, the Vikings received inspired efforts in the state championship from sophomore Luke Daily, who finished tied for 16th in the individual standings; juniors William Hunt and Wes Overstreet; and senior Greg Mason; and in the regular season from Blake Averill, Sammy Thompson, Aaron Dietrich, and Chad Perrewe'; and

WHEREAS, of all the Vikings' exploits and accomplishment over the course of the entire season, it was the actions of senior Greg Mason on the 16th hole of the final round of the state tournament that Vikings' supporters should be most proud; and

WHEREAS, on the 16th, after searching for an approach shot in high grass and hitting what he thought was his ball onto the green, Mason realized upon closer inspection that he had hit the wrong ball, an infraction that carries a two-stroke penalty; and

WHEREAS, although the competition was tight, a penalty could have derailed his team's championship hopes, and he was the only person on the course who was aware of the infraction, Mason immediately admitted his breach of the rules and assessed himself the required two-stroke penalty, eventually holing out from the sand for a double bogey; and

WHEREAS, Kurt Averill, St. Mary coach, who led the Vikings to their first state golf championship, offered a concise and accurate assessment of Mason's actions when he said, "What he did on that hole was way more important and meant a lot more than winning a state championship. What that kid did was the right thing."; and

WHEREAS, the excellence, sportsmanship and honesty of the St. Mary golf team should be acknowledged and celebrated during these times when some wonder and worry about future generations;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby salute the Paducah St. Mary Boys' Golf Team, Coach Kurt Averill, and Principal Rosann M. Whiting, on earning the title of 2005 KHSAA State Golf Champions, and applaud the character and integrity shown by Greg Mason, who ensured that his team's championship would be earned truly and fairly and would not come at the expense of his honor or the centuries-old traditions of the game of golf.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Principal Rosann M. Whiting, St. Mary High School, Paducah, Kentucky 42003.
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