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A RESOLUTION honoring the 50th anniversary of Appalachian Regional Healthcare.

WHEREAS, in the early 1950's, the United Mine Workers of America and its then-President John L. Lewis recognized the need for modern health care facilities in Appalachia's coal-mining region; and

WHEREAS, the first Miners Memorial Hospital Association hospital opened in Middlesboro, Kentucky on November 12, 1955; and

WHEREAS, additional hospitals were built in Harlan, Hazard, McDowell, Whitesburg, Pikeville, and South Williamson, Kentucky, with two more hospitals in West Virginia and one additional hospital in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, union officials and thousands of citizens officially dedicated these Miners Memorial Hospitals on June 2, 1956; and

WHEREAS, with the decline of coal production in the 1960's, the number of employed miners in Kentucky decreased significantly, and yet these hospitals continued to serve patients who were not covered by union funds or other insurance; and 

WHEREAS, when informed of the Miners Memorial Hospital Association's intention to close Kentucky hospitals because of unexpected costs, the First Presbyterian Church in Harlan recognized the critical need for medical services and formed an independent, nonprofit organization, Appalachian Regional Hospitals (ARH) that purchased the hospitals from the United Mine Workers of America; and

WHEREAS, Appalachian Regional Hospitals has effectively responded to the changing demands of rural healthcare and changed its name to Appalachian Regional Healthcare in 1986, and currently operates nine hospitals, physician practices, home health agencies, Homecare stores, and retail pharmacies in southeastern Kentucky and West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Appalachian Regional Healthcare is the largest provider of care and the largest private employer in southeastern Kentucky, and the third largest private employer in southern West Virginia, employing over 4,600 people in healthcare;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives pays tribute and express its deep respect and gratitude to Appalachian Regional Healthcare for providing innovative and effective quality health services to our citizens, and salutes Appalachian Regional Healthcare on its fiftieth anniversary.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Appalachian Regional Healthcare, P.O. Box 8086, Lexington, Kentucky, 40533.
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