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A RESOLUTION urging the Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government to not close any fire stations in the urban services district in response to the Louisville Fire Department Capital Facility and Equipment Study.

WHEREAS, in November, 2005, the mayor of Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government released data from an independent study entitled the "Louisville Fire Department Capital Facility and Equipment Study" that reviewed the fire services system in place in the urban core of the metropolitan government; and

WHEREAS, this study notes that current fire-protection practices and advances in smoke alarm and sprinkler system technologies have reduced the number of structure fires occurring in the urban services district; and

WHEREAS, citizens call for emergency responses for medical reasons, in addition to fire-related situations, in which circumstances the fire department is oftentimes a first responder; and

WHEREAS, this study, among its other recommendations, suggests closing several fire stations, in some cases ceasing operations, and in others consolidating fire station resources; and

WHEREAS, this study also recommends tracking vertical response times of fire personnel and equipment in all aspects of response, and tracking population demographics for the individual fire districts, which suggests that any decision to decommission or transfer fire station operations before this data is collected might be made without all pertinent data; and

WHEREAS, the Louisville Professional Fire Fighters Association has expressed concerns that closing any fire stations, despite the lessened risk of fire in light of advances in smoke detectors, sprinkler systems, and other fire prevention and suppression technology and techniques, will still result in increased response times for individuals located in closer proximity to the former locations of fire stations proposed to be closed; and

WHEREAS, increased response times inevitably result in larger fires, more property damage, and a greater potential for injury or death for the citizens in the urban services district as well as the firefighters responding to the fires; and

WHEREAS, the proponents of consolidation indicated that services were not to be reduced in the urban services district upon consolidation of the City of Louisville and Jefferson County; and

WHEREAS, the closing of fire stations within the urban services district and the resultant lengthening of response times would seem to be a reduction of services;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby urges the mayor and council of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government in its deliberations and implementation of the recommendations of the Louisville Fire Department Capital Facility and Equipment Study to not close any existing fire station in the urban services district, as it is feared that such closures will lengthen response times and possibly result in more property damage and the jeopardizing of the safety of the citizens and firefighters living and working within the jurisdiction of the district.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives urges the mayor and the council of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government to conduct the vertical response times study and consider fully the impact of population demographics as recommended in the study before making any decision to close existing fire stations in the urban services district.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mayor Jerry Abramson, Louisville Metro Hall, 527 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202-2814.
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