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A RESOLUTION urging a review of state and local plans for responding to disasters.

WHEREAS, 2005 hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma brought untold devastation and loss of life to residents of the South Eastern United States; and

WHEREAS, these hurricanes were a wake-up call to disaster response planners across the nation; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky, with our excellent Division of Emergency Management, National Guard, and Office of Homeland Security, is well positioned to deal with disasters; and

WHEREAS, although we are blessed with dedicated emergency response personnel, the 2005 hurricanes demonstrate the necessity for a review of disaster response planning; and

WHEREAS, many of the problems encountered in the South Eastern United States center around problems related to evacuation planning and execution;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives urges the Division of Emergency Management, the National Guard, the Office of Homeland Security, and representatives of local disaster and emergency response officials to conduct a careful review of their plans for dealing with responding to disasters, with emphasis on evacuation planning. The Adjutant General or his designee should coordinate the review.

Section 2.   The review called for in Section 1 should include evacuation planning tailored to the needs of specific localities with their unique geographic features and roadway systems. Consideration should be given to developing a broad-based public relations campaign to put evacuation plans and their corresponding maps into every Kentucky household. The review should consider corporate underwriting of the cost of distributing the evacuation plans.

Section 3.   The review of evacuation plans should consider the needs of special needs populations. A means should be devised to identify these citizens and report their residence addresses to first responders in order that special plans can be made for their evacuation.

Section 4.   Emergency preparedness training should include a specific plan for the care and evacuation of family members of first responders. The presence of this plan would enable first responders to concentrate on their job, without undue worrying about the welfare of their families.

Section 5.   In conducting a review, consideration should be given to the possibility of training a corps of volunteer to assist in emergency evacuations. These volunteers should be skilled in handling specific areas of responsibility in the event of a mobilization.

Section 6.   Emergency preparedness planning should be conducted on a regional and inter-state basis, with active participation and direction from the Governors and cabinet officials of those states involved.

Section 7.   At the conclusion of the review of disaster preparedness and evacuation planning contemplated by this resolution, a report with appropriate recommendations shall be issued, and widely disseminated to state agencies, local government agencies, first responders, and other individuals involved in protecting our citizens in the event of a disaster.
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