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A RESOLUTION recognizing Kentucky Independent, Nonprofit Colleges and Universities.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's 20 nonprofit, independent colleges and universities educate over 26,000 students annually; and

WHEREAS, small classes, individual attention and an emphasis on preparation for life and work are hallmarks of these colleges; and

WHEREAS, 22% of bachelors degrees awarded in the Commonwealth are awarded by these colleges; and

WHEREAS, Nobel Prize winners, governors, justices, congressmen, and distinguished members of the Kentucky General Assembly were educated on these campuses; and

WHEREAS, about 100,000 independent college alumni live, work, pay taxes and vote in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of classrooms and laboratories, libraries, theaters, dormitories, athletic facilities and related structures are committed to educating students and serving communities at no cost to the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, these colleges enhance the economic and cultural viability of communities across the state from Pikeville to Mayfield and points in-between; and

WHEREAS, tuitions, on average, are 35% lower than the national independent college average and 25% less than the southern average; and

WHEREAS, these colleges provide another $125 million in student financial aid annually; and

WHEREAS, these colleges serve the Commonwealth, its students and communities while receiving less than 4% of the state's postsecondary education appropriation in the form of student financial aid;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes the outstanding contributions of Kentucky's 20 independent colleges and universities make to the Commonwealth and its future.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives designates Wednesday, February 22, 2006, as Independent, Nonprofit Higher Education Day in the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The Clerk of House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Gary Cox, President, Association of Independent Kentucky Colleges and Universities, 484 Chenault Avenue, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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