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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of the late Leonard W. Gray, Sr., public servant.

WHEREAS, our friend and former colleague, Leonard Gray, departed this earthly life July 16, 2005, and, while we mourn the loss of a light bright shining in our lives, we celebrate his life by recalling these words of William Shakespeare, "When he shall die take him and cut him out in little stars, and he will make the face of heaven so fine that all the world will be in love with night, and pay no worship to the garish sun."; and

WHEREAS, Leonard Gray was born June 2, 1942, and grew up in Louisville's West End, attending Saint Augustine Catholic High School and the old Flaget High School, before transferring to Central High School, where he graduated in 1960 with his neighborhood friend, Cassius Clay, who would later be known to the world as Muhammad Ali; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gray was an activist in Democratic Party politics throughout his youth, which led him to a lifetime of political activity and service to the people of Louisville, Jefferson County, and the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Leonard Gray served in the administrations of Louisville mayors Burke, Stansbury, Sloane, and Abramson; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gray was a member of the House of Representatives, serving the people of the Forty-second District from 1989 until December, 1995; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure in the House of Representatives, Representative Gray championed the cause of equal rights and equal opportunity for all citizens of the Commonwealth, regardless of race, color, national origin, gender, age, religion, or disability; and

WHEREAS, one of Representative Gray's proudest accomplishments was his shepherding of legislation designating the birthdate of the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a state holiday; and

WHEREAS, Leonard Gray continued serving the citizens of the Commonwealth as he joined the administration of Governor Paul Patton in 1995 as Legislative Liaison, and later serving as Director of the Governor's Office of Minority Affairs, where he worked diligently to ensure equal opportunity to procure state government contracts and equal employment opportunities for women and minorities; and

WHEREAS, in 2000, Leonard Gray was the recipient of the prestigious Charles W. Anderson Laureate Award, honoring his contributions toward the promotion of opportunity and equality in the Commonwealth through his roles as "community mentor, state representative, and Director of the Governor's Office of Minority Affairs"; and

WHEREAS, that same year, Leonard Gray was inducted into the Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame by the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights, in celebration of his devotion to equal opportunity for all; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his many accomplishments, Leonard Gray was known, and will be long remembered, for his signature bow ties, his ever-friendly demeanor, his quick wit, and his contagious smile that could disarm an opponent and calm heated discourse; and

WHEREAS, Leonard Gray was preceded in death by his sister, Anita Gray, and his survivors include: a son, Leonard Gray, Jr.; sisters, Dr. Denise Gray and Debra Gray Bedinger; brothers, William Gray, Jr. and Erice Gray; grandchildren, Shawnta and Leonard Gray, III; and his companion, Sarah Garnett;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives pauses in tribute to the life of Leonard W. Gray, Sr., friend, colleague, and public servant.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Leonard W. Gray, Sr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to deliver eight copies of this Resolution to Representative Reginald Meeks for presentation to the surviving members of the Gray family.
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