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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of the late Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr.

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., departed this earthly life on Monday, December 26, 2005, and, while we mourn the loss of a gifted and talented forerunner of African American members of this body, we celebrate his life and legacy; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was born on December 5, 1914, in Lawrence, Kansas, graduated from Lawrence Memorial High School in 1932, attended college at the University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas, and graduated from Hampton Institute in Hampton, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., served with distinction in the United States Army during World War II and was a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; and 

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was a spirited and talented athlete, who developed a particular expertise in the art of tennis; and 

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was a member of the Hampton Alumni Association, the West Louisville Tennis Club, the Louisville Tennis Association, the Junior Development Committee, the American Tennis Association, the United States Lawn Tennis Association, and the Mid-Western Tennis Association, having been former Vice-President of that organization; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was a member of the House of Representatives, serving the people of the Fortieth Legislative District in 1964 and 1965, where he was responsible, in part, for passage of the first public accommodations law in the nation; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure in the House of Representatives, Representative Johnson represented the fortieth Legislative District with excellence and honor; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was a member of the Kentucky Education Association and Louisville Education Association and was a member of the Third Central United Christian Church; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was an accomplished violinist, having played in high school and college, and having held seats in numerous orchestras, including the Louisville Civic Orchestra, the Louisville Jewish Community Orchestra, and the Indianapolis Philharmonic Orchestra; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., was a school teacher in the Jefferson County Public School System and coached tennis, football, and basketball for 37 years; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., became the first African-American to participate in the Louisville Public Parks Tennis League in 1955 and was inducted into the Kentucky Tennis Patron's Hall of Fame in 1993, and into the Louisville Central High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002; and 

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., received numerous honors, accolades, and awards, including the Distinguished Service Award by the West Louisville Tennis Club, the Jefferson County Public Schools' West End Class VIP Award, and the Afro-American Hall of Fame's Chief Citation for Sports Education Award; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., is mourned by his survivors, who include: a sister, Muriel Paul; nieces, Lisa Chiteji, Akilimali Olade, Gladys Carroll Rodman, Joan Carroll Brown, and Jennifer Johnson; a nephew, Robert McClain, Jr.; and a brother-in-law, Landis McClain;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives pauses in tribute to the life of Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr., pathfinder, colleague, and public servant.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Arthur Lloyd Johnson, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to deliver eight copies of this Resolution to Representative Reginald Meeks for presentation to the surviving members of the Johnson family.
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