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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in memory and honor of Anne McCarty Braden.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to one of the most influential female civil rights activists in the history of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and founder of the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression, whose remarkable dedication and personal sacrifice to the movement were instrumental in effectuating social change, justice, and racial harmony in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and changed the course of Kentucky history.

WHEREAS, Anne Braden was born to pioneer settlers, Gambrell and Anita McCarty, on July 28, 1924, in Louisville, Kentucky; moved to Anniston, Alabama at the age of seven; graduated from Anniston High School in Anniston, Alabama in 1941; attended Stratford College in Danville, Virginia; and graduated from Randolf-Macon Woman's College in Lynchburg, Virginia, in 1945; and
WHEREAS, Anne Braden worked as a news reporter at the Anniston Star in Anniston, Alabama and at the Birmingham News in Birmingham, Alabama, and moved to Louisville, Kentucky in 1947 to work for the Louisville Times, where she met and married a colleague, Carl Braden; and

WHEREAS, Anne Braden embarked upon a quest for social justice, stating that, "I came to identify with the oppressed instead of the oppressor...I realized that I had grown up part of a privileged class that enjoyed its place in society because, not only black people but..., most of the rest of the population was subjugated"; and

WHEREAS, Anne Braden is best known for her stand against racial discrimination and segregation in 1954, in which she and her husband assisted African-Americans, Andrew and Charlotte Wade and family, with the purchase of a house in a white suburb of Louisville, and although the family was harassed daily and the house was dynamited six weeks later, no culprit was ever convicted; however, her husband was charged and convicted of sedition and she successfully raised an unprecedented $40,000 bail, the highest ever required in Louisville at the time; and

WHEREAS, Anne Braden became a social outcast and targeted for physical, economic, and social retaliation, who received hate mail and threats after her husband's sentence of 15 years in prison and his $5,000 fine; yet Anne Braden traveled the country tirelessly publicizing her husband's case and raising funds; and 

WHEREAS, in 1958, upon refusal to answer questions from the United States House of Representatives, both Anne and Carl Braden were victims of the witch-hunt and anti-Communist hysteria that became known as McCarthyism, and were harassed because of their dedication to social change and their left-wing sympathies; yet Anne Braden continued to combat racial discrimination and segregation; and

WHEREAS Anne Braden found comfort in a network of friends and a new organization, the Southern Conference Education Fund, dedicated to generating white Southern support for desegregation, wherein she became editor of a newsletter, "The Southern Patriot," and continued in that position until 1973; and 

WHEREAS, Anne Braden jointly shared with her husband the care and nurturing of the three children, James, Beth, and Anne, though their family life was punctuated by crisis and harassment in retaliation for their civil rights activism; and

WHEREAS, Anne Braden remained a staunch supporter of the civil rights movement while the fear of red-baiting caused most civil rights leaders to shy away from her until the death of Carl Braden in 1975, and yet she used her tremendous skills to advance various causes in many associations, such as: labor unions, and her advocacy for workers' rights; affiliates of the Episcopal church and her church, St. George Episcopal Church in Louisville, Kentucky and; the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, an organization against militarism; and the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression, her local organization base, whose mission is to bring the need and the people who want change together, and ultimately to build an anti-racist majority; and 

WHEREAS, Anne Braden was the namesake of an award given for outstanding humanitarian deeds in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; has been a role model and friend to such well known figures as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Jesse Jackson, Julian Bond, Angela Davis, the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, and the Rev. C. T. Vivian; was author of the book The Wall Between; was the first recipient of the American Civil Liberty Union Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty; and was active in the civil rights movement and other movements for justice across the South for over fifty years; and

WHEREAS, Anne Braden has received honors, awards, and accolades too numerous to list; and 

WHEREAS, Anne Braden leaves to mourn her passing her son, James Braden; her daughter, Beth Braden; her grandchildren, Alice and Henry Braden; two great-grandsons, DeAngelo and Braden; friends and colleagues from the racial justice movement, whose lives she touched profoundly; and many associates and acquaintances from the movement; and a multitude of beneficiaries of her strides toward of social justice; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor and memorialize the late Anne Braden for her lifelong commitment to the Civil Rights Movement both in and beyond Kentucky; the struggle for human rights and liberation from racial discrimination, oppression, and segregation; and the movement toward peace and justice.

Section 2.   This body acknowledges the enduring legacy of Anne Braden and her kind and unwavering nature, grace under pressure, and dignity of character, and praises the monumental impact she has had on all Kentuckians.

Section 3.   The members of the House of Representatives hereby express their utter sense of bereavement upon the death of Anne Braden and extend to her family their heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized and directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Kentucky Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression, The Braden Center, 3208 West Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky 40211.
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