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A RESOLUTION urging the Department of Agriculture to promote community projects pointing youth toward responsible and fulfilling adult life and citizenship.

WHEREAS adults in all societies and cultures have recognized responsibility for guiding and preparing offspring for responsible adulthood; and

WHEREAS wholesome citizenship is critical both for young people and society as a whole; and

WHEREAS young people benefit from productive teamwork, and from the confidence which comes from social skills, good manners, sound judgment, a strong work ethic, competent life skills, and knowledge of acceptable community and character values; and

WHEREAS, the boundless energies of youth should be channeled into group activities that contribute to their community and also counter their restlessness, boredom, or anxieties; and

WHEREAS, young people benefit from the traditions and values of Kentucky culture and knowledge of the experiences of adult generations; and

WHEREAS, good health and nutritional habits are necessary to reverse a growing incidence of obesity, childhood diabetes, and other impediments to a full and productive life; and

WHEREAS, young people need the opportunity to experience real responsibility beyond their own entertainment; and

WHEREAS, grandparents constitute an indispensable reservoir of experiences, wisdom and guidance, and a special rapport exists between grandchildren and grandparents; and

WHEREAS, the experience of youth groups like 4-H, FFA, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts offer successful models for assisting young people for an adult life of responsibility and civic engagement; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture has the experience, and a long history and culture of working with and engaging youth groups throughout the state;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department of Agriculture is encouraged to foster and support, with the cooperation of other agencies, those institutions, organizations, volunteer activities, and community endeavors that constructively connect young people with responsible adults who can serve as civic role models through neighborhood projects that point toward responsible adult life and citizenship.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to the Secretary of Agriculture.
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