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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Sheriff Rodney Coffey and the Menifee County Sheriff's Department, Captain Richard Franklin, UNITE Officers Jason Perry and James Botts, and the citizens of Menifee County for their extraordinary relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.

WHEREAS, in the face of the horrific aftermath of Hurricane Katrina across the Gulf Coast, the loss of human life and basic human services overwhelmed local, state, and national law enforcement and disaster relief personnel, and left thousands of our fellow Americans in despair and grief; and

WHEREAS, throughout the country, efforts were mobilized to lend assistance to those victimized by this natural disaster, efforts that were often thwarted by communications difficulties, organizational challenges, and the magnitude of the needs of those living in and around the area affected by the hurricane. In Menifee County, Sheriff Rodney Coffey and Captain Richard Franklin began using every law enforcement and military contact available to them to attempt to volunteer their assistance to the American Red Cross and the Department of Homeland Security, but found their efforts to be unsuccessful. Unwilling to sit idly by, these determined men decided to take matters into their own hands. Upon making contact with a relative in Pascagoula, some 30 miles north of Biloxi, Captain Franklin was connected to the Jackson, Mississippi Sheriff, who welcomed any assistance available; and

WHEREAS, having learned that the storm-weary deputies in Pascagoula had been without sleep, food, or a change of clothing since the storm began, the Menifee County offices sent a bulletin over the police scanner asking their community to help. Within hours, the team, which now consisted of Sheriff Coffey, Captain Franklin, UNITE Officers Jason Perry, James Botts, and another unidentified officer, had received over $7,000 in cash from donations ranging from $500 from local churches to $1.00 from a young child in Frenchburg. In addition to the cash, the team had an equal value of medical, food, hygiene, and emergency supplies, which were loaded on Saturday evening by members of the community, filling a truck, trailer, and recreational vehicle; and

WHEREAS, this small band of heroes left at 4:00 a.m. the following morning, arriving in Pascagoula on Sunday afternoon only to find that the situation was "ten times worse" than they had expected. For at least two weeks, the team from Menifee County spent their hours pulling security duty and assisting in the rescue and temporary relocation of hurricane victims, lending humanitarian aid to fellow Americans they never knew; and

WHEREAS, the selfless efforts of these brave individuals and the citizens of Menifee County tell just one story of the countless American heroes who were born in the aftermath of this horrible disaster, and remind us of the best that is in each of us, kindness of heart, mercy for those in need, and faith in the human spirit;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes Sheriff Rodney Coffey, the Menifee County Sheriff's Department, Captain Richard Franklin, UNITE Officers Jason Perry and James Botts, and the citizens of Menifee County for their unselfish and humanitarian efforts to assist those devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of these outstanding Kentuckians, these American heroes.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Gentleman from Morgan 71 for presentation on behalf of the members.
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