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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Collins Vance, an American treasure.

WHEREAS, at times in our history, our nation is threatened by forces that would covet our stature as leader of the free world, and men and women are called upon to stand in harm's way in defense of freedom, risking their lives to preserve the heritage handed down by our forefathers.  At no time was that freedom more threatened than during the Second World War, when tens of thousands of young Americans answered the call to duty; and

WHEREAS, as a young Kentuckian, Collins Vance answered that call when he enlisted in the United States Navy on November 18, 1940, and was deployed to the South Pacific aboard the cruiser, Marblehead, on which he served until the ship was disabled by bombs striking the bow and rudder.  Thereafter, Mr. Vance was transferred to the USS Missouri, and the long ago visions of a kamikaze plane glancing off the ship as it was shot down and the horrific sight of another spinning into the ocean have not been eclipsed by time.  It was aboard that same ship on September 2, 1945, that Mr. Vance witnessed the signing of the Japanese surrender to General Douglas MacArthur following the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, bringing an end to World War II.  Above the ship, against the blue sky of Tokyo Bay, were two American flags, one of which had flown above the nation's capitol building the day the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor; and

WHEREAS, upon his return from service, Mr. Vance worked for Chrysler Motors in Detroit, Michigan, and upon his retirement, returned to his native Kentucky to enjoy life with his loving bride of nearly 60 years, Mae, to serve his Creator as a long-time member of the Barren River Baptist Church, and he has also served his community as a member of the Bowling Green-Warren County AARP Chapter.  The Junior Vice Commander of VFW Post 1298, Mr. Vance was honored to serve as Co-Grand Marshall of the 2005 Warren County Veterans Parade; and

WHEREAS, it is the privilege of the members of this body to salute Mr. Collins Vance, defender of freedom, witness to history, and an ordinary man who lived in extraordinary times, giving him "a sense of national responsibility...a patriotism which is not short, frenzied outbursts of emotion, but the tranquil and steady dedication of a lifetime";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes Collins Vance and extends to him the thanks of a grateful Commonwealth for his service to this great nation.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Collins Vance, an American treasure.
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