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A RESOLUTION requesting reauthorization of the Tobacco Task Force.

WHEREAS, for years, tobacco production has been a vital component of Kentucky's agricultural economy; and

WHEREAS, tobacco farming in Kentucky is at a critical juncture in the aftermath of the federal buyout, the end of quotas and price supports, and the advent of a free market system; and

WHEREAS, growers face many issues, including declining production, lower prices, labor shortages, the need to upgrade infrastructure and machinery and to improve growing techniques, and maintaining quality in a competitive national and international market environment; and

WHEREAS, a continued reduction in tobacco production will have a ripple effect throughout the rural economy of Kentucky, affecting local economies, and ultimately leading to a loss of state and local revenues; and

WHEREAS, the Tobacco Task Force was created by the Legislative Research Commission in 1984 to address problems that threatened Kentucky's tobacco economy and has been instrumental in helping to resolve those problems; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's tobacco industry and tobacco farmers remain in jeopardy because of the problems and concerns prevalent in the post-tobacco-buyout era;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Kentucky Tobacco Task Force be reauthorized through November 30, 2006, to help address the problems facing the tobacco industry in the state. The task force shall then report its findings and any recommendations to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the House of Representatives prior to the 2007 Regular Session.

Section 2.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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