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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Private First Class Stephen Paul Downing II.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Private First Class Stephen Paul Downing II, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Stephen Paul Downing II was born in 1974, and he traversed these earthly bounds on October 28, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Stephen Paul Downing II was the loving son of Stephen Downing Sr. and Stella Maynard of Burkesville, Kentucky; he was loved by his stepfather, James Allen Maynard and his stepmother, Sara Sue Fife Downing; he leaves behind his son, Stephen Hunter Downing, and his daughter, Taylor Paige Downing; his sister, Danica M. Downing, his stepbrother, Jeffrey Thomas Carter; his stepsisters, Crystal D. Johnson, Rosemarie A. Fife, Kimberly A. Parda, and Natalie J. Taylor; and his niece, Chelsea M. Downing; and

WHEREAS, Stephen Paul Downing II was a member of the Indiana National Guard for seven years; he joined the United States Army and was assigned to the Second Battalion, 17th Field Artillery at Camp Hovey in South Korea; he completed a fourteen month tour in Korea and three weeks in Kuwait before being deployed to Iraq to augment or replace United States Army forces stationed there; and

WHEREAS, Stephen Paul Downing II was an Ammunition Specialist and his life ended prematurely in Iraq when he was the victim of small arms fire during combat operations in Ramadi; and

WHEREAS, the United States Army posthumously awarded Stephen Paul Downing II the Purple Heart for wounds received in action and the Bronze Star for meritorious service; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Burkesville and the entire Commonwealth mourn the loss of one of their own who paid the ultimate price for his country and for the people of Iraq; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Private First Class Stephen Paul Downing II and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Private First Class Stephen Paul Downing II has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Private First Class Stephen Paul Downing II and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the father and stepmother of Private First Class Stephen Paul Downing II, Stephen Paul and Sara Sue Fife Downing, 4435 Melvin Road, Nashville, Indiana 47448, and to his stepfather and mother, James Allen and Stella Marie Racie Maynard, 2000 Spark Chapel Road, Burkesville, Kentucky 42717.
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