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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Dudley Riley, an American hero.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for the members of this august body to pay tribute to individuals who have served our country with courage and uncommon valor, defending the freedom that we hold dearly; and

WHEREAS, in 1940, Dudley Riley, a young man from Hopkins County, Kentucky, volunteered for service in the United States Army and on February 17, 1943, he was captured by General Erwin "Desert Fox" Rommel's forces in North Africa, and was then transferred to a German prison camp near Berlin, where he was held captive for two and a half years until his release on April 26, 1945. Some 60 years later, Mr. Riley authored a book entitled Farm Boy, Soldier, Daddy, which tells the story of his youth in rural Kentucky, his remarkable experiences as a POW during World War II, and the postwar obstacles of supporting and raising a family in Kentucky. Despite the incredible journey that has been his life, Dudley Riley has lived in quiet dignity, and, in the words of Brigadier General, USA Retired Leslie E. Beavers, he is a true hero, "someone who realizes there are things more important than self; things like duty, honor, country and the greater good"; and

WHEREAS, following his honorable discharge from the Army, Dudley Riley has remained active in veteran's issues, serving as Chapter Commander for the Western Kentucky Chapter of the American Ex-Prisoners of War, State Commander for Kentucky, and National Director of the American Ex-Prisoners of War, East Central Region. He served on the Governor's Advisory Committee for the Western Kentucky Veterans Center and has been active in a number of civic organizations and initiatives. Mr. Riley was named "Citizen of the Year" in his hometown of Dawson Springs in 2001; currently serves as Commander of the Dawson Springs VFW Post; and in 2004, he attended the National World War II Reunion held in Washington, D.C. as part of the dedication celebration for the World War II Memorial. Later that year, a bridge over the Tradewater River near his hometown was named the "Dudley Riley Bridge" in honor of his outstanding service to his country;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes Dudley Riley and extends to him the appreciation of a grateful Commonwealth for his contributions to the cause of freedom.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Dudley Riley, an American hero.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dudley Riley, 412 Hickory Street, Dawson Springs, Kentucky 42408.
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