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A RESOLUTION recognizing Lake Cumberland Polar Bear Plunge for Special Olympics and the Kentucky Park Rangers who participated in it.

WHEREAS, Special Olympics is an international program of year-round sports training and athletic competition for more than one million children and adults with intellectual disabilities; and

WHEREAS, in the words of Special Olympics Kentucky, "Special Olympics believes that through sports training and competition, people with intellectual disabilities benefit physically, mentally, socially and spiritually; families are strengthened; and the community at large, both through participation and observation, is united with people with intellectual disabilities in an environment of equality, respect and acceptance"; and

WHEREAS, it takes the efforts of thousands of volunteers and millions of dollars to make this glorious venture work throughout the year; and

WHEREAS, the people of south-central Kentucky and the Jamestown Resort and Marina decided that the needs of Special Olympics Kentucky were worth a shocking sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, the Third Annual Lake Cumberland Polar Bear Plunge for Special Olympics Kentucky was held Saturday, February 25, 2006; and

WHEREAS, 83 people were determined to help support the great cause of Special Olympics Kentucky by plunging into 43-degree water; and

WHEREAS, this event raised more than $40,000 for Special Olympics Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, 11 Kentucky Park Rangers thought that this event was worth the cost in shock and discomfort that a plunge into frigid waters entailed; and 

WHEREAS, these individuals, Colonel Joey Hoover, Lieutenant Paul Brooker, Sergeant Bryan Cole, Ranger Lisa Epperson, Ranger Matt Cope, Ranger Shawn Heighton, Ranger Matt Smith, Ranger Dave Peterson, Ranger Darrell Tomlinson, Ranger Trent Kelly, and Ranger Patrick Younts were willing to give of their limited free time with their families to help others succeed; and

WHEREAS, this group of Kentucky Park Rangers raised $15,859 for Special Olympics Kentucky, making them the single largest contributing group; and

WHEREAS, the single largest set of contributions came from a Kentucky Park Ranger, Ranger Matt Cope, who raised $5,003; and

WHEREAS, the moneys raised will go to bring the gifts of health, joy, and personal growth to many Kentuckians as they participate in Special Olympics Kentucky this year;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes the outstanding contributions of this outstanding group of 11 Kentucky Park Rangers to Special Olympics Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the these 11 intrepid Kentucky Park Rangers.

Section 3.   The Clerk of House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jeff Hoover for presentation to the Kentucky Department of Parks.
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