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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of our late friend and colleague, Richard "Dick" Adams.

WHEREAS, Dick Adams was born in Madisonville, Kentucky, in 1943, to the late James and Jewell Adams, and departed this life on April 3, 2006, at the age of 63 years, following a courageous battle with Lou Gehrig's Disease; and

WHEREAS, Dick Adams was a 1961 graduate of Madisonville High School, and earned his undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Kentucky. He practiced law in Madisonville with Nichols and Nichols from 1968 until 1976, and in 1977, he founded his own law firm where he practiced until the end of his life. An outstanding jurist, Dick was president of the Hopkins County Bar Association; a Kentucky Bar Foundation Life Fellow; a University of Kentucky Life Fellow; Director of Workmen's Compensation Education, Incorporated; and was voted "Who's Who" in American Law, First Edition. He was admitted to practice in the U.S. District Court for the Western and Eastern Kentucky Divisions, the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, this outstanding public servant was active in community affairs; he served on the Board of Directors of First United Bank of Hopkins County; and in 2005, he was inducted into the Hopkins County Democratic Party Hall of Fame. He served as State Senator from the 6th District from 1999 until 2002, and during his tenure, Dick Adams chaired the Judiciary Committee, garnering a reputation for honesty, integrity, and a gentle spirit. Although his service in the people's branch was brief, he left a lasting mark on those with whom he served, known for his quick wit, sense of humor, and his remarkable talent as a raconteur, a teller of stories; and

WHEREAS, Dick Adams was preceded in death by his parents and his aunt, Pauline Hamby. He is mourned by his children, Elizabeth Noonan and her husband, Richard; James "Chip" Edward Adams II and his wife Kathi; Margaret Adams; and Julie Adams, and his friends and community to which he devoted his time and talents. His dedication to his children and his community leaves a lasting legacy of a short life, long remembered;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its profound sense of sorrow upon the loss of Dick Adams, and extends to his family, friends, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Dick Adams.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Gentleman from Hopkins 10 for presentation to the Adams children on behalf of the members.
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