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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Representative John Michael "Mike" Weaver upon his retirement from this august body following nine years of dedicated service to the people of the Commonwealth, and a lifetime of patriotic service to his country.

WHEREAS, Mike Weaver was born in Livia, Kentucky, and grew up on a farm in rural Daviess County, just south of Owensboro. He left high school in 1956 to enlist in the United States Navy, beginning an outstanding military career that would span some three decades. After serving for three and a half years as a Navy electronic technician, Representative Weaver enlisted in the United States Army in 1961, completing Armor and Calvary assignments until his selection for Officer Candidate School in 1964. The following year, he was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant and assigned to the 1st Calvary Division in Viet Nam in 1966, where he served as platoon leader. In 1969, he was reassigned to the 173rd Airborne Brigade in Viet Nam where he was a Tank Company Commander and Troop Commander. While serving in that capacity, he was selected for a degree completion scholarship; and

WHEREAS, Mike Weaver received his undergraduate degree from Kentucky Wesleyan College in 1972, and his master's degree four years later from the University of Missouri. Upon completion of his graduate studies, he was assigned to the Royal Armor School in Bovington, England, where he taught Soviet Studies for two years. Later, he commanded an Armor Battalion in Korea, followed by an assignment as the Deputy Brigade Commander for the 8th Army Special Troops Brigade. After more than 30 years of continuous active military service, this great Kentuckian retired from the Army as a Colonel in 1992; and

WHEREAS, following his military career, Mike Weaver successfully ran for the House of Representatives in 1996, and took office in January, 1997. As chair and ranking member of the Seniors, Military Affairs, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, he has successfully sponsored more legislation expanding benefits for and the rights of America's veterans than has been enacted over many decades. He has also served on the Economic Development Committee; the Rules Committee; the State Government Committee; and the Transportation Committee. He has been the primary sponsor of military affairs and homeland security legislation, and has been a strong advocate for education reform, health care reform, and economic development initiatives. His devotion to family, faith, and freedom led him to help found the Commonwealth Democrats in 2004, to help preserve and protect the Commonwealth and the institution of the family; and

WHEREAS, for more than 45 years, Representative Weaver has been married to Lois Morris Weaver, who has been his companion, partner, and source of support throughout their life together, and they have been blessed with four daughters and eleven grandchildren. He has lived a life of honor, integrity, and service to his fellow citizens, leaving a lasting legacy to those who will follow in his footsteps. Throughout his military and legislative service, he has epitomized these words: "What do we mean by patriotism in the context of our times? [What] we mean is a sense of national responsibility. . . a patriotism which is not short, frenzied outbursts of emotion, but the tranquil and steady dedication of a lifetime";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes the Gentleman from Hardin 26 upon his retirement from this chamber, and extends to him our thanks for a lifetime of service to his country and his Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of John Michael "Mike" Weaver, public servant and patriot.
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