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A RESOLUTION urging the Legislative Research Commission to request the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources to investigate the necessity of a State Rural Development Council that would review and implement rural development policies to improve the quality of life for citizens in the rural areas of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, rural development councils have access to federal funding as a result of the 2002 Farm Bill; and

WHEREAS, rural development councils implement and review rural development programs and consider rural development policies that could improve the quality of life for citizens in the rural areas of their states; and

WHEREAS, rural development councils include federal, state, and local government representatives, and representatives of for-profit and nonprofit organizations; and

WHEREAS, rural development councils work to improve relationships among governmental and nongovernmental agencies and improve coordination across agency boundaries on policymaking and program implementation; and

WHEREAS, rural development councils encourage intergovernmental partnerships by emphasizing local community participation, technical assistance, and information gathering; and

WHEREAS, rural development councils develop demonstration projects, create databases, identify new funding sources, and participate in cooperative ventures, outreach programs, and leadership development;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is urged to request the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources to investigate the feasibility of creating a State Rural Development Council to review and implement rural development policies that could improve the quality of life for citizens in the rural areas of Kentucky.

Section 2.   Rural issues to be reviewed by the committee should include but not be limited to the following:

(a)
Job creation;

(b)
Infrastructure development, including telecommunications and broadband access; and

(c)
Improvements in health care, education, agriculture, and transportation services.

Section 3.   The committee may:

(a)
Identify and contact organizations that have rural development programs within the state, both governmental and nongovernmental, and complete a comprehensive inventory of those programs and their functions;

(b)
Receive testimony from representatives of organizations having rural development programs to determine what coordination exists among the organizations, and to better understand the needs of Kentucky's rural areas;

(c)
Explore the potential organizational structure of a federally recognized State Rural Development Council, and determine the steps required for its creation;

(d)
Consider the creation of a group that advocates for rural development within Kentucky; and

(e)
Recommend legislation to:

1.
Coordinate and streamline existing state rural development programs and polices for improved efficiency;

2.
Facilitate collaboration among federal, state, and local government agencies, both urban and rural; the private sector; and nonprofit groups in the planning and implementation of programs and policies that affect Kentucky's rural areas; and

3.
Promote effective development and sustained growth within rural areas of the Commonwealth.

Section 4.   If the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources investigates the feasibility of creating a State Rural Development Council, it should report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by November 30, 2006.
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