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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Lois A. Baker upon the occasion of her retirement as Chief Executive Officer of the Mountain Comprehensive Health Corporation (MCHC).

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this august body pay tribute to those whose careers are spent in service to the people of the Commonwealth; and, inasmuch as Lois A. Baker has made outstanding contributions to the health and well-being of countless residents of southeastern Kentucky, we congratulate her upon her retirement from the health care industry; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker came to the MCHC at a dark time in the organization's history, being appointed as CEO as the corporation was being defunded, even before its first clinic was to open; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker immediately set out to reverse this disastrous decision by lobbying for a reprieve and a chance to show what MCHC could do for the people of Appalachia if given a chance; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker achieved the goal of a one-year reprieve, through her tireless efforts and the efforts of allied local officials; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker opened MCHC's first clinic in 1972, in Wooten Kentucky. This first clinic was no more than two trailers connected by a roof, but it was the beginning of effective health care in the area; and

WHEREAS, from that moment on, Lois A. Baker and MCHC have never looked back opening the corporation's first purpose-built clinic in McRoberts, Kentucky in 1974; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker opened MCHC's second purpose-built clinic, the Leatherwood/Blakey Clinic, in 1975; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker helped found MCHC's flagship clinic, the Whitesburg Medical Clinic, a 75,000 square foot, state-of-the art facility; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker has overseen MCHC's expansion into Jackson, Buckhorn, Booneville, and Harlan Counties; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker has been a valuable and diligent member of the selection committee of the University of Kentucky College of Medicine, where she has struggled to see students from Eastern Kentucky be accepted as students into the College of Medicine; and Lois A. Baker has zealously recruited the graduates of the College of Medicine to return to Eastern Kentucky for a rewarding career of medicine Appalachia; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker has been recognized by her peers, both in the Commonwealth and in the nation, for her outstanding qualities as a manager and promoter of quality, affordable health care, having been selected to be Chairman of the Board of the Kentucky Primary Care Association; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker and the Mountain Comprehensive Health Corporation were recognized as "the Outstanding Rural Health Practice," in May, 2000 by the Rural Health Care Association; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker was inducted into the National Association of Community Health Center's "Grass Roots Advocacy Hall of Fame" in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Lois A. Baker continues to labor on behalf of the MCHC and the patients of Southeastern Kentucky as a consultant to the corporation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives salute Lois A. Baker upon the occasion of her retirement as CEO of the Mountain Comprehensive Health Corporation.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Lois A. Baker, and we wish her Godspeed.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Howard D. Cornett for presentation to Ms. Lois A Baker.
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