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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Vera Vivian Salyer upon the occasion of the eightieth anniversary of her birth.

WHEREAS, Vera Vivian Salyer was born on April 3, 1926, in Perry County, just outside of Hazard, Kentucky, to Dr. K. N. and Vera Vivian Howard Salyer. Her parents were remarkable individuals who shared with Vera their belief that hard work and persistence are the keys to making the most ambitious dreams come true. One of eleven children, her father was the only one of his siblings to earn a college degree, and eventually completed not only a law degree, but a medical degree as well. Vera watched her father tend to his general practice, delivering babies, treating illness, and performing surgeries for his friends in the mountains of eastern Kentucky, most of whom lived in coal camps; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his medical practice, Dr. Salyer also served a term as county judge in Perry County, was president of Citizens State Bank, and engaged in numerous commercial and residential property endeavors. Through the years, Vera's mother had taken care of home and family, but, upon her husband's death in 1953, she operated the commercial properties, setting an example for her daughter that, despite the conventional "wisdom" of the times, a woman's place is not just in the home, but anywhere circumstances dictate; and

WHEREAS, following the exemplary role models who were her parents, Vera Vivian Salyer graduated from Hazard High School in 1944, then received a degree from the old College of Commerce at the University of Kentucky in 1948, at a time when few women chose that particular area of study. That same year, she accompanied her father to the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, where she met and dined with a future President of the United States, Harry S. Truman, and in 1964, she attended the same convention, this time as a delegate herself. During the 1960s when her mother's health began to decline, Vera took over the reins of the family business, overseeing their commercial and residential properties, and negotiating lease agreements with coal and gas companies in Perry and Magoffin County. She continues to manage and benefit from the business ventures begun by her father and mother so long ago, preserving their legacy of determination and hard work; and

WHEREAS, on April 3, 2006, Vera Vivian Salyer celebrated 80 years of a life well-lived, and it is fitting that the members of this august body take pause to join in that celebration;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives congratulates Vera Vivian Salyer upon the occasion of her eightieth year of life, and extends to her every good wish for many more years of good health and good fortune.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Vera Vivian Salyer.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Lady from Fayette 76 for presentation to Vera Vivian Salyer on behalf of the members.
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