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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet (EPPC) to work with the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to establish a toxic mold program for residential buildings and schools.

WHEREAS, nearly 37 million Americans suffer from chronic sinus infections, which the Mayo Clinic has attributed to allergic sensitivity to mold; and

WHEREAS, although household molds such as Cladosporium and Penicillum are very common in homes and oftentimes are not life-threatening, toxic molds like Aspergillus Versicolor are mycotoxins, air-borne, invade human cells, and cause permanent disability or death; and

WHEREAS, the Harvard University School of Public Health reported in a 1994 study that mold was present in one-half of the homes that they tested, and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the American Medical Association (AMA) have found that indoor air pollution from contaminants like mold is a serious problem; and 

WHEREAS, mold is very common in homes and schools in damp states such as Louisiana, Florida, and Kentucky, and contamination of a house or school with toxic mold requires an immediate environmental response to protect the health and safety of the public; and

WHEREAS, there is no accurate count of the number of households in Kentucky that are contaminated by toxic mold, but the number of persons and schools requesting assistance and information from the Department for Public Health and the Department for Environmental Protection for mold testing and abatement is rapidly growing; and

WHEREAS, there is no toxic mold program in Kentucky, and there are no federal or state standards or recommendations for testing, remediating, or monitoring toxic mold in homes or schools, the need for a toxic mold program nevertheless exists;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives encourages the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet (EPPC) to establish a dangerous mold testing and abatement program and to work in conjunction with the Department for Public Health in the Cabinet for Health and Family Services in determining appropriate testing, abatement, and monitoring protocols.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the secretary of the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet (EPPC), Capitol Plaza Tower, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and to the secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621.
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